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We are the Clay, You are the Potter
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I. Historical Background & Biblical Context

The Book of Isaiah spans Israel’s past and present while also extending into its
prophetic future. It opens with warnings leading up to the Babylonian exile
(Chapters 1-39). It then gives messages of comfort, restoration, and hope for
God’s people during the exile and in their eventual return to their homeland
(Chapters 40-66). Throughout the entire book, Isaiah consistently looks
beyond the immediate historical events, pointing forward to the coming of the
Messiah, Jesus Christ, and the ultimate fulfilment of His kingdom. In doing
so, the book reveals how God is actively working to bring about His Plan of
Salvation for Israel and the entire world.

The prophet Isaiah ministered almost a century before the Babylonian exile.
God gave him prophetic messages for the people of Judah that both
foreshadowed and mirrored the events and experiences they would later face.
Woven within these messages are powerful promises of hope, restoration,
redemption, and reconciliation. God’s judgment was not intended to destroy
His People, but to draw their hearts back to Him through repentance and to
deepen their trust and dependence on Him. When the events Isaiah foretold
came to pass, the fall of Judah and the Babylonian exile became a humbling
and transformative experience for the nation of Israel. The people lost
everything in which they placed their confidence in — their land and cities, their
government and systems, their freedom, and their national identity. It was at
this point the people realized that life separated from God’s covenant, presence,
and guidance was not true life at all.

Isaiah 64 forms part of a pivotal prayer that began in Isaiah 63:7, as God’s
people began to awaken spiritually, turn in repentance, and rediscover their
dependence on the Lord. As the prayer unfolds, the people recall God’s
faithfulness, reassess who they are as His covenant people, and realize that
their only hope for salvation and restoration rests in the compassionate and
sovereign God who has remained faithful in every season of their journey.

The heart of this prayer is captured in today’s lesson: We are the clay; You are
the Potter (vs. 8), a posture of humility and surrender before God.
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II. Lesson: We are the Clay, You are the Potter

The previous lesson by Minister Erick Scipio, titled “In the Recalling,
They/We Realize Our Filthiness”, focused on the first seven verses of [saiah
64 that highlighted a people — Judah in Isaiah’s day and us as believers today —
who realize our need for God. To briefly recap:

% “Reflection reveals our need for God” (vs. 1-4)
When we honestly reflect on our lives, struggles, weaknesses, and
circumstances, we become more aware of how much we need God.
Reflection exposes our limitations and reminds us that we cannot fully
sustain, guide, or save ourselves without Him. As we remember what
God has already done for us, our faith renews and strengthens, boosting
our confidence that He is still able and willing to act.

% “God’s holiness exposes human sinfulness” & “Human
Righteousness Cannot Save Us” (vs. 5-6a)

When we are confronted with the absolute purity and perfection of God,
our shortcomings become clear. Even our best efforts are revealed as
inadequate, and our righteousness is seen as insufficient and unclean
apart from Him. God’s holiness brings awareness to sin and humbles
the heart. Nothing we do, no matter how sincere, moral, or religious, can
make us right before God or earn salvation. What Jesus accomplished
on the cross provided the righteousness we could never achieve on our
own and made a way for us to be right with God through faith in Him.

% “Sin causes spiritual decay and drift” (vs. 6b-7)

Sin gradually weakens a person’s spiritual life. Gradually, the heart
becomes less sensitive and responsive to God’s presence. Spiritual
vitality diminishes, and as sin takes hold, it creates separation from God.
Over time, the distance grows until love for righteousness fades and the
desire to seek God grows cold.

After confession comes humility before God, an honest surrender that moves
us from recognizing our need to fully depending on His mercy and grace. This
leads us to the central truth and key scripture of today’s lesson in verse 8:

“Yet you, Lord, are our Father, we are the clay and you are the potter; we are
the work of your hand.” (NIV)

At this level of humility and surrender, we acknowledge three important truths
at once:
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A. “We Are The Clay”

Clay is thick, heavy soil that becomes soft and moldable when placed in the
potter’s hands. By itself, it has no form, direction, or purpose apart from the
one shaping it. Clay cannot mold itself nor determine what it will become. Left
alone, it remains nothing more than ordinary mud until it is carefully worked
and formed by the hands of another. In the same way, when we refer to
ourselves as clay, we acknowledge our weaknesses, frailty, and dependence
upon God. We recognize that we are unable to restore or fix ourselves apart
from Him. Rather than resisting God’s work in our lives, we willingly place
ourselves into His hands, trusting that He is able to reshape what sin,
suffering, and failure have broken. In essence, we are saying, “Lord, we cannot
fix ourselves. We need you to shape us, remake us, and restore us according
to Your will.”

B. “You Are The Potter”

A potter carefully shapes clay according to his design and purpose. In the
same way, when we call God the Potter, we acknowledge His absolute
sovereignty, wisdom, and authority over our lives. God is the One who holds
us in His hands, gives direction and purpose to our lives, and possesses both
the right and the power to reshape what has been broken. God works in
patience and care. A potter does not discard the clay at the first sign of
imperfection. Instead, he continues to work with it until it becomes something
that is useful and beautiful. Likewise, God does not deal with us to destroy us
completely, but to refine us, draw us back into relationship with Him, and
restore us spiritually.

C. “We are All the Work of Your Hands”

Finally, we acknowledge that we belong to God, because He is our Creator and
Father. We are not abandoned, forgotten, or discarded but are the work of His
hands. What God creates, He lovingly sustains, and what God forms, He does
not easily cast aside. His care for us is personal, intentional, and ongoing.
Even when we fail, He does not stop calling us His own.

Other craftsmen shape their materials with tools, but a potter works with his
bare hands. The potter presses his fingers deeply into the clay, applying steady
pressure, friction, and movement in order to shape it. Once it is shaped, it
passed through the intense heat of the kiln for hardening and strengthening.
Similarly, God uses the pressures, trials, and difficulties of life to shape our
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character and conform us to His will. The pressure and heat we experience is
the careful work of a loving and attentive Potter who refuses to leave us
unfinished. Though the process is uncomfortable, we trust that He knows
exactly where the pressure must be applied, where weakness must be
strengthened, and where impurities must be removed.

The people of Judah eventually surrendered themselves to the Potter’s hands.
However, preceding verses remind us of what happens when we resist God’s
work. For clay to be molded properly, it must remain soft, pliable, and
responsive. Clay that is deprived of water eventually dries out, hardens,
becomes resistant to the potter’s touch. When pressure is applied to hardened
clay, it cracks, tears, or breaks apart because it can no longer yield to the
shaping process. Spiritually, the same thing can happen to our hearts. When
we distance ourselves from God’s presence, neglect His Word, or resist the
conviction of the Holy Spirit, our hearts slowly begin to harden. We become
less responsive to His correction, less sensitive to His leading, and more
resistant to His will. In order for us to be shaped into vessels fit for His
purpose and glory, we must continually stay saturated in the water of God’s
Word and Spirit, which softens us, cleans us, and keeps our hearts tender
before him.

The chapter concludes in verses 9-12 with great sorrow over the destruction of
Jerusalem, the burning of the Holy Temple, and the ruin that left the land
desolate and broken. Amid overwhelming loss, the people bring two honest
questions before God: Will He continue to withhold restoration from His
People? And will He remain silent in their suffering? The chapter does not
provide immediate answers. Yet, the people still hold on to the belief that
restoration is possible in the hands of a faithful and merciful God and trust
Him to reshape them into a healthy, restored nation for the future.

III. Conclusion

For us today, this lesson calls us to surrender daily before God, recognizing
that we are the clay and He is the Potter. We must acknowledge that our lives
are formed, shaped, and sustained by His hands, and that He works with
perfect wisdom, intention, and love. We are not self-made, self-sustained, or
self-redeeming, but are fully dependent on His gracious work in our lives.
Every season is part of His reshaping process to refine our character and draw
us closer to Him. Therefore, we are called to remain soft, teachable, and
yielded, trusting that God is faithfully forming us into what He desires us to
become.



