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Title: Righteousness and Praise Spring up Before All Nations 

Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-11 (focus on 10& 11) 

Background Scripture: Psalm 126 

Bible Teacher: Deacon Keven Wright 

 

I. Background 

Book of Isaiah 61:1–11 is a radiant vision of restoration, mission, and glory. 

Spoken into a community marked by exile, loss, and shattered identity, this 

passage announces that God’s Spirit brings renewal not only for Israel but as a 

testimony before the whole world. At its heart is the promise that 

“righteousness and praise” will not remain hidden or private—they will spring 

up publicly, visibly, and abundantly before all nations. 

The chapter opens with a Spirit-anointed servant proclaiming good news to the 

poor, binding up the brokenhearted, and announcing freedom for captives 

(61:1–3). This mission transforms despair into joy and ashes into beauty. What 

begins as comfort for the afflicted becomes a sweeping renewal of society itself. 

Ruins are rebuilt, desolation is reversed, and God’s people are renamed “oaks 

of righteousness,” planted for the display of His splendor. 

Righteousness in this passage is not merely personal morality; it is covenant 

faithfulness restored. It is right relationship with God that overflows into 

justice, restoration, and communal flourishing. Praise, likewise, is not confined 

to temple ritual. It becomes the natural fruit of salvation—a garment replacing 

despair, a public testimony to divine faithfulness. As God acts, His people 

respond. As He restores, they rejoice. The result is a community whose very 

existence proclaims God’s glory. 

The climactic image in verse 11 compares God’s saving work to a garden 

causing seeds to sprout. Just as the earth inevitably produces growth, so the 

Sovereign Lord will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all 

nations. The vision is global. What God plants in His people will be seen by the 

world. 

Thus, Isaiah 61:1–11 invites readers to behold a God who transforms grief into 

glory and shame into honor. It assures us that divine restoration leads to 

visible righteousness and contagious praise—evidence of God’s redemptive 

power flourishing in the sight of every nation. 
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II. The Lesson: Righteousness & Praise Spring up Before All Nations 

 

1. vv. 1 – 3. The Source of Righteousness 

The passage begins with the declaration, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 

me.” Righteousness in Isaiah 61 originates not in human reform but in divine 

initiative. The Spirit-anointed servant proclaims good news to the poor, binds 

up the brokenhearted, and announces liberty to captives. 

This reveals that righteousness is restorative before it is regulatory. It sets 

things right—socially, spiritually, and covenantally. The transformation of 

“ashes” into “beauty” and “mourning” into “joy” demonstrates that 

righteousness is God’s act of reversing the effects of sin and exile. 

The people become “oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He 

may be glorified.” Righteousness here is both: 

• Imparted identity – they are declared and made righteous. 

• Visible stability – like strong trees, they embody enduring covenant 

faithfulness. 

Thus, righteousness glorifies God because it displays His restorative power. 

2. vv. 4-8. The Fruit of Righteousness 

The rebuilding of ancient ruins signifies more than physical reconstruction. It 

represents the reestablishment of God’s just order. Cities once marked by 

judgment now testify to renewal. 

In verse 8, the Lord declares, “I love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing.” 

Righteousness is grounded in God’s own character. He is not indifferent to 

oppression. His covenant faithfulness ensures that injustice will not have the 

final word. 

The “everlasting covenant” mentioned here anchors righteousness in God’s 

enduring promise. It is relational and communal. God binds Himself to His 

people, and this covenantal bond becomes the foundation for lasting praise 

among the nations. 

3. v. 9.  Righteousness before the Nations 

Verse 9 expands the vision outward: “Their offspring shall be known among the 

nations.” Righteousness is missional. God’s saving work is not hidden; it 

becomes a public testimony. 
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The nations recognize that these people are “blessed by the Lord.” In Isaiah’s 

theology, righteousness is never merely private piety. It is a covenant life so 

transformed that even outsiders see the evidence of divine blessing. 

4. v. 10.  Garment of Salvation and the Language of Praise 

The passage culminates in exuberant praise: 

“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God.” 

Praise flows from experienced righteousness. The imagery of clothing is central: 

• “Garments of salvation” 

• “Robe of righteousness” 

Clothing signifies identity and status. God clothes His people in righteousness; 

it is given, not achieved. This imagery suggests both justification (a new 

standing before God) and sanctification (a transformed way of life). 

The comparison between the bridegroom and bride emphasizes joy, covenant 

intimacy, and celebration. Praise is not forced obligation—it is the spontaneous 

response of those restored to right relationship with God. 

5. v. 11. The Devine Source of Righteousness 

Isaiah 61:11 serves as the climactic summary of the chapter’s vision. After 

describing the Spirit-anointed mission, the rebuilding of ruins, covenant 

restoration, and garments of salvation, the prophet concludes with an image of 

organic, unstoppable growth: 

“For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

and as a garden cause what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations.” 

This verse presents a rich theology of divine initiative, covenant faithfulness, 

and global witness. 

a) The Divine Source of Righteousness - Righteousness does not emerge 

from human moral progress or national reform. It is not self-generated. 

Just as the earth brings forth life according to the order established by 

its Creator, so righteousness grows because God actively brings it forth.  

 

b) The Organic Nature of Salvation - This imagery echoes earlier promises 

in Isaiah that God’s purposes cannot fail. Just as creation obeys its 

Maker, so redemption unfolds according to divine design. Righteousness 

is not fragile; it is sustained by the Lord of creation.  

• Life – righteousness is living and dynamic 
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• Inevitability – when God plants, growth follows 

• Visibility – gardens are meant to be seen 

 

c) Praise as the Fruit of Righteousness - Righteousness is what God 

establishes. 

Praise is the human response to what God establishes. Praise springs up 

because righteousness has been planted. When lives are restored, justice 

enacted, and covenant honored, praise naturally follows. It is not 

manufactured enthusiasm; it is the fruit of experienced redemption.  

• Righteousness reveals God’s Character 

• Praise acknowledges and celebrates that character. 

 

d) Before All Nations: The Missional Horizon - The phrase “before all 

nations” universalizes the promise. God’s redemptive work is not hidden 

within Israel’s borders. It becomes public testimony. 

• The nations witness: 

• A people transformed 

• Justice restored 

• Joy replacing despair 

• Worship rising from redeemed hearts 

This fulfills Isaiah’s broader vision that Israel is called to be a light to the 

nations. Righteousness is missional; praise is evangelistic. The visible work of 

God among His people becomes evidence of His sovereignty and faithfulness to 

the world. 

In this passage, righteousness and praise are cyclical and mutually reinforcing. 

God acts in righteousness → His people are restored → praise arises → God’s 

glory is displayed → the nations witness His faithfulness. 

 

 


