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WOE TO HIM WHO QUARELLS WITH THE MAKER 

Isaiah 45:1-14 

Bible Teacher: Rev. Tesfaye Tamrie 

I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND BIBLICAL CONTEXT 

 

A. Historical Background 

Starting in the Book of Judges, we discover that the Israelites have a persistent 

affinity for idol worship of all kinds and a recurring pattern of unfaithfulness 

and disobedience to God.  Consequently, they have suffered oppression and 

humiliation in the hands of idol-worshipping nations such as the Babylonians 

and the Assyrians.  Their long history is characterized by stiff-neckedness, 

unfaithfulness and backsliding!  Nevertheless, the Bible consistently indicated 

that there had always been The Remnants who never gave up on God 

regardless the dismal behavior of their fellow Israelites and the unbearable 

circumstances they found themselves in, including being exiled for long periods 

of time!   

The Prophet Isaiah was called to primarily proclaim God’s Sovereignty, 

Faithfulness, Promises, His Plan of Salvation/Redemption as well as 

Judgement over Israel and nations.  In addition, Isaiah’s prophecies, in no 

uncertain terms, predicted how The Messiah will be revealed as coming from 

“The Branch of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1-16) to fulfill God’s promises to King David 

(2 Samule 7:1-17) for an everlasting kingdom.        

B. Biblical Context 

God’s Sovereignty over His Creation is one of the fundamental doctrines 

of the Bible.  Isaiah repeats this fact on many occasions to let both the 

Israelites and other nations know that God will prevail: (a) to the Israelites in 

exile, regardless of how bad and hopeless their situation is that God will 

deliver them and (b) to idol worshipping nations, no matter how vast their 

kingdoms, numerous their armies and impressive their wealth, they will not 

last long!  That God will raise one to defeat and destroy the other.  History 

bears that out!  In the process, God will preserve the Remnants!  God’s Word 

is true!   

God had demonstrated His Sovereignty over powerful kings, nations and the 

Israelites in so many ways over the centuries.  One of the ways God showed His 

Sovereignty was by using idol worshipping nations such as the Babylonians 
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and Assyrians to punish the backsliding Israelites on many occasions!  In last 

week’s lesson from Isaiah 44, verses 24-28, we learned that God would raise up 

an idol-worshipping King Cyrus to do His bidding!  In doing so, God was 

demonstrating to the Israelites and all nations that He can use anyone, in this 

case, the least qualified or the most unlikely candidate to do His Will when His 

Chosen people fail to be what He had called them to be!  God did this to show 

to the world that there is no other God than Him!  To the Israelites, God 

wanted to show that God can use anyone to accomplish His Will!  Unfortunately, 

the Israelites (as a nation) never learned the lesson!   

II. THE LESSON: Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker! 

 

1. vv. 1-3.  God Summons and Anoints King Cyrus to do His Will. 

As we have gleaned from Isaiah 44:28, God has made the decision to raise up 

Cyrus as His Instrument to rebuild Jerusalem and lay the foundation for the 

Temple.  God said of Cyrus: “He is My shepherd and will accomplish all that I 

please.”  The prophecy regarding Cyrus includes the following specific aspects: 

a) That Cyrus will be an Extension of God’s Hand (v. 1a); 

b) That Cyrus is Divinely Commissioned to “subdue nations,” “strip 

kings of their armor” (1b); 

c) That God will go ahead of Cyprus to “level mountains” i.e., 

breakdown barriers such as “gates of bronze” and “bars of irons” (v. 2); 

d) That God will give him “the treasures of darkness, riches stored in 

secret places” (3a); 

e) God’s Ultimate Purpose: so that Cyrus may know that He is “The 

LORD, the God of Israel, who summons him by name” (v. 3b). 

God wants everyone to know that the God who raised up a shepherd boy of 

Jesse and made him king over Israel is the same LORD who can also anoint an 

idol worshipping Assyrian King to accomplish His will!  The message to the 

Israelites is this: don’t think you are so special that God will not use other people 

(other ethnic groups, nationalities, etc.).  Remember the Israelites were 

supposed to be good examples and draw idol worshipping nations to their God, 

The LORD!  The message to the world: The God of the Israelites is also available 

to them!      

2. vv. 4-6.  God Summoned Cyrus so Others Know Him as The LORD. 

The LORD summoned Cyrus by Name even though he didn’t “acknowledge 

Him” as his God.  This is one of the major themes in the Bible because it is true 



Sunday Morning Bible Study       Second Baptist Church (Southside) September 14, 2025 

3 
 

in the case of Cyrus, you and I!  Recall it is God who chose Abram and Sarai in 

their old age and made them His Chosen people!  Recall it is God who sought 

out Moses and made him the Shepherd of the Israelites!  Recall it is The LORD 

who summoned you and I through Jesus Christ when we didn’t even 

“acknowledged” Him as the Son of the Sovereign God!  The Bible says in 

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrated His own love for us in this: while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.”  The Ultimate Divine Purpose is repeated in 

verses 5a and 6: “… so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its 

setting men may know there is none beside Me” says the Sovereign God!  

One other thing worth noting is how The LORD bestowed upon Cyrus “a title 

of honor” even though he didn’t “acknowledge” Him as his God.  During the 

time God called Cyrus, there were other kings who had “a title of honor” such 

as “lord,” “your majesty,” or even “your highness” which produced fear, 

inspired admiration, or induced submission.  But to be granted “a title of 

honor” as a “king” with your name associated with God such as it was in the 

case of King David is radically different!  You know earthly kings and kingdoms 

come and go.  There have been “kings” and “kingdoms” in the thousands in the 

past millennia buried in History.  But the “title of honor” bestowed upon King 

David continues to inspire people by the millions, generations after generation, 

because his name is associated with the Sovereign God who made him king!  

Because King David honored and elevated the Name of the LORD in his Psalms 

and advanced His Kingdom, the Sovereign God secured his throne for eternity 

in Jesus Christ!  Those of us who love God and are committed to advancing His 

Kingdom faithfully bear “a title of honor” because of our association with 

Jesus Christ, the King of kings and LORD of lords!  Being known as “the 

disciples of Christ,” bestows upon us “a title of honor” because of our 

association with His Holy Name!  We all need to carry the “title of honor” that 

God bestowed upon us in a manner that honors Christ at all times!  All of us 

who have been redeemed by the Blood of Christ must live our lives, serve and 

advance His kingdom in ways that bring honor to the Sovereign God!   God 

decided to save us in His Son long before we were even conceived in our 

mothers’ womb so that the whole world would know He alone can do such 

things! (Ephesians 1:4). The Bible teaches that God did these so that the 

whole world should know that there is no other God than The Lord Jesus 

Christ!  Anyone who has been called, gifted and appointed as “The Minister of 

the Word” has this “title of honor” because God has summoned him or her by 

Name!  Hallelujah!    
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3. vv. 7-10.  Woe to him that quarrels with his Maker!  

Before we delve into this section, I want to remind us that the Book of Isaiah is 

written in poetry form; hence it contains metaphors, symbolic expression, etc.  

In these verses, God highlights the absurdity, arrogance and utter ignorance of 

people (a) who assert they themselves can do all things, (b) who claim the 

gods that they make will do all things for them and (c) who dispute His 

existence while all that they are, have and live on is God’s!  In verses 7and 8, 

God reminded the Israelites and the world that it is He who “formed the light 

and created darkness;.. brings prosperity and creates disaster; in so many 

words, God lets us know that it is He who causes His Righteousness to flow 

down from heaven like the cloud which releases rain; His Salvation to spring 

up in the people that He choses just like the grass springs up out of the earth!  

“I, the LORD, do all these things!”  I love hearing the voice of God in these 

declarations!    

In verse 9, God says “Woe unto him that strives with his Maker!  Let the 

potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth.  Shall the clay say to him who 

forms it, ‘what are you making?’ Or shall your handiwork say, ‘He has no 

hands?’” (NKJV). Notice a potsherd is a fragment of broken pottery (an earthen 

vessel fashioned by a potter that was broken into pieces).  Striving against the 

Maker!  Here to strive is to “struggle, fight vigorously, contend” against God!  

The Sovereign God adds a “Woe” as a warning to fools who engage as such!  

In verse 10, God repeats the “Woe” to the fool who even questions his own 

parents about his own birth!  Like it was a big mistake that they brought him 

forth!  Like he or she could have done a better job by birthing himself or herself!  

Where is the “awe” about the miracle of how we came to be in the first 

place? Not existing at all would have been better?! What about love, gratitude 

and respect owed to the parents? 

The Sovereign God is clear about the kind of attitude, disrespect and 

disregard He was getting from His children!  Woe!     

4. vv. 11-14. The Prophecy that Cyrus will free the Exiles and Rebuild 

Jerusalem  

In this section, God foretells why He will raise up Cyrus, what He will do for 

Him, and how He will prosper him so that the whole world will acknowledge His 

Sovereignty on earth as it is in heaven! 

a) Verses 11-12.  To those who Question God about Him raising Cyrus. 
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God already knew that the Israelites would object to someone outside of their 

clan/ethnicity/religion, especially Cyrus from Persia, would be the one whom 

God will use to free them from exile and built Jerusalem!  In the process, they 

will question the validity of the blessing that God was so gracious enough to 

grant them!  Instead of being grateful and glad that God used anyone to free 

them from exile and bring them back to their homeland, they would question 

the method God used to bless them!  That is why echoing what God said in 

verses 9 and 10, He says, “Do you question me about my children, or give Me 

orders about the work of My Hand?”    

b) Verses 13-14.  To those who are curious as to why God would raise 

Cyrus. 

i. “I will raise up Cyrus in My Righteousness; I will make all his ways 

straight” (v. 13): 

• “He will rebuild My city; 

• “Set My exiles free; 

• “Not for a price or reward.” 

ii. The wealth of Egypt, Cush and Sabeans will flow to Cyrus. 

• Cyrus will rule over many nations 

• People of many nations will bow down to Cyrus 

All because of how God raised him to be powerful king of 

Persia. 

iii. Cyrus, instead of the Israelites, will be the reason why people will 

acknowledge The Almighty God as Sovereign!  Because of all the good 

things Cyrus will do, people will say, “Surely God is with you, and 

there is no other; there is no other God.” 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

• Nothing can stop the Sovereign God from advancing His Plan of 

Salvation. 

• God keeps His Promises and will always find a way to fulfill them 

regardless of the behaviors of His Chosen people Israelites or 

Christians. 

• God will get His Glory by using Cyrus instead of the Israelites or 

Christians! 

 


