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“Remember These Things and Return to Me!”
Isaiah 44:1-8
Facilitator: Louise P. McQueen

I. Historical Background & Biblical Context

Isaiah 44:1-8 speaks of God’s comfort and promises to His
chosen people, Israel, emphasizing their identity as Jacob
His servant, and Jeshurun. God assured them of His
Spirit’s outpouring, symbolized by water, and their
flourishing as willows by streams. He contrasted this with
the futility of idol worship, highlighting His unique identity
as the eternal God, the first and the last, their Redeemer
and King.

The book of Isaiah is believed to have been written around
700 BC, with a historical context primarily focused on the
impending Babylonian exile and the future role of Cyrus
the Great. The chapter addressed themes of idolatry, God’s
sovereignty, and redemption, culminating in a prophecy
about Cyrus, a Persian king who would conquer Babylon
and allow the Jewish people to return to Jerusalem and
authorize the rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple, an event
that would occur over 150 years after Isaiah’s time.

II. The Lesson: Remember These Things and Return
to Me!

l.vv. 1-2. Fear Not.

As we begin this study, we see how God is the speaker, and
He is speaking to Israel through His prophet Isaiah. Israel
is special not because of anything they had done, but
because of God’s choice (Deut. 7:6-8). God encouraged His
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people to hear and fear not. When He calls us to hear, He is
calling us to do more than listen. He is calling us to give
attention to and direct our entire focus towards being ready
to receive His word. The command to “fear not” is most
common in Scripture. Why did God demand this of His
believers? Their circumstances were extremely challenging
and gave them good reasons to fear. They were suffering
the consequences in exile, but God offered them words of
comfort and peace.

2.v. 3. God Promises to Pour Out His Spirit upon
Future Generations.

In this verse God promises, “For I will pour water upon him
that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour
my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine
offspring”. This isn’t just a promise of physical abundance
but a profound spiritual outpouring. The same Spirit that
was promised to Israel is now living within us through
Christ. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit rejuvenates our
souls, refreshes our spirits, and equips us to live lives that
honor God. When we feel dry and weary, we can trust that
God will provide what we need to flourish.

3.vv. 4-5. Those Who Keep their Faith in God Flourish.

These verses proclaim the result of God’s blessings: “They
shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water
course. One shall say, I am the LORD’s; and another shall
call himself by the name of Jacob”. What a beautiful
picture of growth and identity. Those who receive God’s
blessings will flourish and boldly declare their allegiance to
Him. As believers experience God’s grace and provision,
their lives should be a testament to His goodness. They
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should totally proclaim, “I am the LORD’s”, living as
witnesses to His transformative power. Believers are
chosen by God, formed and cherished by Him and blessed
with His Spirit. This assurance gives us the courage to live
boldly for Him, knowing that He is always with us. Let’s
hold on to this truth, especially in times of doubt and
struggles, remembering that our identity and strength
come from our relationship with our loving Creator.

In the following verses, believers come to a powerful
declaration of God’s uniqueness and sovereignty. God
distinguishes Himself from all other supposed deities,
making it clear that He alone is the true and living God.

4.vv. 6-8. The Eternal God Alone is The Beginning and
End!

God asserts His eternal nature, proclaiming that He is the
beginning and the end. He is not just a God among many.
He is the one and only true God who encompasses all of
time and existence. This is a powerful reminder for
believers today; in a world filled with countless distractions
and false idols, we must remember that there is only one

God who holds our lives and the entire universe in His
hands.

In Verse 7, God challenges any so-called gods to prove their
power and foresight. Of course, none can. God alone has
appointed His people and foretold their future. This
highlights not only His sovereignty but also His
omniscience. He knows the ending from the beginning, and
His plans are unshakeable.
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Verse 8’s reassurance is twofold. First, it calms our fears.
Knowing that our God is in control and that He has a plan
for us brings immense comfort. Secondly, it reminds us of
our role as His witness. Believers are called to testify to His
greatness and uniqueness. He is the eternal King, our
Redeemer and the only true Rock. In our lives today,
believers must resist the temptation to elevate other things
to the place of God. Whether it’s wealth, power or personal
achievements, none of these can compare to the greatness
of our God. He alone deserves our worship, praise and
trust.

III. Conclusion

The declaration of God’s uniqueness and sovereignty also
calls followers of Christ to a deeper trust and reverence.
Knowing that our God is the first and last should fill us
with awe and inspire us to live faithfully for Him. Let us be
bold witnesses of His greatness, sharing with others the
unmatched power and love of our sovereign God and
remember these things taught in this lesson and return to
Him.



