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“God Fulfills His Promises Spoken by His Prophets”
Isaiah 44: 9-22
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(All Scripture quoted from the NIV Bible unless otherwise noted)
I. Historical Background and Biblical Context

The Lord has spoken of the inadequacy of idol gods several times in
recent texts through the prophet Isaiah. First in Isaiah 41: 21-29,
he has petitioned idols to tell of their past predictions, to predict the
future or anything they might be capable of as an indication that
they are gods so that Israel might be amazed and fear them. But
God declares through the prophet that they are “NOTHING”.
Anyone that would choose an idol, God declares them to be filthy.
Then in Isaiah 43:8-13, the Lord offers idol gods an opportunity to
present witnesses as proof of the accuracy of their predictions,
should there be any. This is in contrast to the Lord’s chosen people,
Israel who are witnesses of the accuracy and legitimacy of the word
of God through his prophets. Through the prophet God declares
that idols have no power; neither power to save or power to destroy.

What are some examples of idols in today’s society?

Read Psalm115:3-8

For the people of Israel, these passages are likely intended to
encourage them to hold on to the promises of God, and empower
them when they are held captive in Babylon. They are meant to
strengthen them against the strong temptation to worship idols in
compliance with the customs of a strange land or when pressured
by their captors to do so. Also to cure them of their inclination to
idolatry and remove any fear they might be convinced of regarding
the gods of their enemies. And to strengthen their hope for and faith
in the promises of the One true God as professed by His Prophets.

II. God Fulfills His Promises Spoken by His Prophets

1. vv. 9-11. How can something, anything made by humans ever
save humans? In these verses the idolaters are challenged to take
a stand for their foolish beliefs. In contrast to the Rock
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(unmovable, solid, proven, always the same, yesterday, today and
forever) that the Lord identifies as Himself in verse 8, what do the
other people (non-believers) of world have to hold onto? What
hope do they have? What is it that will save, provide and protect
them? They have Nothing. They “treasure” worthless things, and
as a result have become “nothing” themselves. Their gods are
nothing because they are made by human hands. Such gods will
surely fail their worshipers, putting them to shame and thereby
making the worshipers as valueless as the things they worship.
Once again, the question is: How can something made by
humans ever save humans?

Only a fool would attempt to be a witness for an idol god. An idol
god is in fact its own witness. Its witness is that it can do nothing
and has don nothing to provide, protect or save its worshippers. It
has no power to discern, to foresee or foretell what is to come or
what has been. Certainly, if idol gods are of no value, so are its
worshippers. They are doomed to confusion and shame due to the
inabilities of the idol god. Shame comes to the idolater at the
recognition that the thing created and adored is powerless to help
when trouble does come.

2.vv. 12-14.

Here we are given a detailed description of the idol making process.
With this detail it is made strikingly clear the ignorance in one
believing an object made by man can suffice for the Creator, God. It
begins by showing the inadequacy of humanity; the reliance on
sustenance to even have the energy to perform the building process
(vs.12). Sarcastically spoken, the craftsman designs what he sees as
great. He sees himself as a splendid specimen, so the crafting of his
god is in the form of man. God made man in His image; a man does
not make God (sarcasm) in his image. (v.13). For the material used
to fashion his god, he has to depend on the resources that the true
God provides. The trees don’t create themselves. The dirt in which
they grow, the rain on which they feed are elements that only the
one true God provides. Even with their plans to resist God, they can
do nothing without Him (v.14).
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3.vv. 15-19.

These verses are the most hilarious. The purpose of these verses is
to ridicule even the idea of a man using parts of the same tree to
make a fire to cook his food, to warm himself and to use the
remains to make a god that he intends to worship. Nothing could
be more absurd than to believe that this piece of wood that can see
nothing, that can say nothing, that can hear nothing should be or
even could be bowed down to and worshiped. No rational person
could believe that this makes any sense at all. The craftsmen nor
the idolaters have taken a moment to think rationally. “MAKE IT
MAKE SENSE”.

4.v. 20. Proverbs 15:14 says; The heart of him who has
understanding seeks knowledge. But the mouth of fools
feeds on foolishness.

This is the sentiment of this verse regarding feeding on ashes. It
means to strive after something that is unprofitable; to seek after
something that will not satisfy. This description of the effects of
idolatry is just as true in today’s society. It can be a depiction of
those who seek happiness in money, honor, position or earthly
power. Once either is gained the truth of its ability to provide
happiness is exposed; it offers nothing. They are feeding on ashes
because they strive for and seek after those things that prove to be
unsubstantial and unsatisfactory to them and offensive to their
souls. This is a heart issue (see Rom. 1:28) that sadly blocks any
rational thought.

God Honored Promises

5. vv. 21-22. “Remember these things, Jacob, for you, Israel,
are my servant.
I have made you, you are my servant; Israel, I will not forget
you. I have swept away your offenses like a cloud, your sins
like the morning mist. Return to me, for I have
redeemed you.”

Verse 21and 22 offer a simple explanation as to why the Lord has
gone through the pains of sarcastically explaining this idol-god
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designing and creating process. God wants them (and us) to
remember just how foolish, how absurd and how ignorant it is to
think that anything made by human beings, could replace Him as
God. God reminds Israel of their commitment to serve Him (ONLY).
They are reminded that He alone is their creator and that He alone
is to be honored and worshipped as such. God also wants Israel to
know, He has not forgotten and will not forget the promises He
made as a covenant with their forefathers. God wants Israel to know
that despite their foolish acts He has forgotten their sins against
Him. Although Israel has had a terrible habit of following after the
rituals of others, here God is reminding them of His faithfulness to
them. He has kept the promises given them through His prophets to
never leave or forsake them. He is reminding them that He is the
same today, tomorrow and forever, and that Is promises are true
and can be relied upon.



