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If Only You Had Paid Attention!
Scripture: Isaiah 48:12-22 (18)
Facilitator: Rev Vera Rhyne

I. Historical Background and Biblical Context

This chapter brings us to the conclusion of the first part of this last major
division of Isaiah. The chapter opens with a call to Israel as a whole but before
the close of this chapter, it is addressed to Israel whom He called, the remnant
of faith, which begin with verse 12. At least three times, we see where God is
calling for His people to listen.

They deserve God’s judgment but instead He rescue for He is a covenant
keeping God. God has spoken many times to His people to heed to His Word.
Throughout his book, Isaiah has presented alternatives: trust the Lord and live
or rebel against the Lord and die. He has explained the grace and mercy of God
and offered His forgiveness. The holiness and wrath of God and warned of His
judgment is fully explained. He called those who profess to be people of God
back to spiritual reality. He warns against hypocrisy and empty worship. He
offered hope and comfort as he summons the people to listen to the message of
God.

II. The Lesson: “If Only You Paid Attention” Isaiah 48: 12-22

The conclusion of this chapter is God telling His people to listen up. Once
again, He is showing how merciful, gracious and longsuffering a God He is. If
they had only listened to and obeyed when He spoke in times past; they would
not have been in the dilemma and predicament that they found themselves in
everything they return away from God. God was not only trying to tell them
something, but God has already told them repeatedly that they would be
blessed and prosperous if they fully obey the Lord their God and carefully
follow all His commands that He had given them. They would be blessed in the
city and blessed in the country. They would be blessed when they come in and
blessed when they go out. The Lord would grant when the enemies who rise up
against them would be defeated before them. They will come at them from one
direction but flee from them in seven. However, it hold true that if they didn’t
obey the Lord their God and did not carefully follow all his commands and
decrees, all curses will come on them and overtake them. It’s only in their dire
situations did Israel cry out to the Lord to rescue them. We see in this lesson
God’s wake up call to Israelites that they did not have to in place they were in if
only they had paid attention to and follow His commands.
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1. vv. 12-13. Listen Up

As in verse 1 of this chapter, God is continuing speak through his prophet for
his people to listen up. He is trying to get the attention of the people He called
to bear His name, the ones to channel His vision, purpose, and plan for the
redemption of all mankind. They are not God’s people because of their choosing
or choice. It is the doing of God that he called this nation of people. God didn’t
call them because they mighty or numerous. Deut 7:7 & 8, “ The Lord did not
set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than
other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the
Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors”. God called them
because of His love and covenant to Abraham. Genesis 17:7, God’s everlasting
covenant He made with Abraham, “I will establish my covenant as an
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for
the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after
you.” God called them as His nation of people to love Him by following His
commands, honoring and worshipping Him only, and serving Him for His
purposes only. Listen up in case they have forgotten who is speaking to them.
He is the I Am. God the I Am is first mentioned when he commaissioned Moses
to deliver his people out of bondage in Egypt. God existed before anything was.
Before everything and anything existence, there was God. Psalm 90:1 &2,
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the
mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God. He is God and God all by Himself. He is all eternal
God who is not constraint by space nor time. He is the first — there is none
before Him; He is the last — there is none after Him and there is no one in
between. 1 Timothy 17 states, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.”

God is who God says He is. Rev 1:8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, “says the
Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” God has
always been and always will be. There is no one other god that can make this
affirmation.

Everything, the earth and heavens, exist because the I Am laid it out by his
own hand. Before God brought order to His creation, the creation was
described as “formless” and “void”. This description indicated that the earth
was uninhabitable. That condition, however, was not God’s ultimate plan. If so,
He could have left the world in that state. But the Spirit of God began “moving
over the surface of the waters. God’s original purpose was that His world would
be inhabited. When God spoke creation into being, it all stood up together. In
other words, it took its divine place as God had vision it to be. Genesis 1:1, “In
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the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” As the old hymn says,
“O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds Thy hands
have made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy pow’r thru — out the
universe displayed! When thru the woods and forest glades I wander, and hear
the birds sing sweetly in the trees, when I look down from lofty mountain
grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. Then sings my soul,
my Savior God, to Thee; how great Thou art, how great Thou art! Then sings
my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; how great Thou art, How great Thou art!!!

2. vv. 14-16. God will carry out His purpose

The prophet, again, summons the people to gather and to listen. The people are
first asked a question, who among the lifeless gods they worship had delivered
the news? God will fulfill His plan. God always has someone or people that He
will use to accomplish His will and fulfill His purposes. Cyrus, the Persian
conqueror, was called to be a tool to accomplish God’s purpose. He was
appointed by God, and God will see that his way is prosperous. God will see to
it that he accomplishes that which he has called him to do. As Creator, He can
and will use Whom He desires to carry out His ultimate purposes.

God has not spoken to in secret to his people. God has spoken openly through
Moses and the prophets. There were always a message and messenger but
when the people were rebellious and stubborn, they did not want to hear from
God. But God will bring His plan to completion and finish His work at hand.

3. vv. 17-19. If Only

The Lord God made a promise to Abraham to make his descendants as
numerous as the sands and stars. 400 years later He also made a conditional
covenant with the nation of Israel to continue to bless them if they remain
faithful to Him. Isaiah cried out for Israel although the number of Israelites be
like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved. Rom 9:27

They did not have to be in exile, if only they had stay faithful and obedience to
the Holy One, The Redeemer, their true God who taught them what was best
for them and directed them in the way they should go. Oh, they had only paid
attention to what God was saying to them. They did not have to be in the
dilemma and dire situation that they were in. It was because of their sinfulness
and disobedience. They turned a deaf ear to the Word of the Lord. Whenever
they turned away from the living God to idol worshipping, God would allow
their enemies to hold them in captivity. It is during those times that Israelites
would cry out to God to rescue them. They would have their “if only moments”.
The redeemed people of God all have their ‘if only moments”. When Israelites
looked back and see where and how God has brought them up out of slavery
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from Egypt, through the Red Sea, out of the wilderness, into the promised land,
and prosperous them, they can see the goodness, faithfulness, and love of God.
When we have “if only’ moments and have see how far God has brought and
kept through the things that we shouldn’t have done, places we shouldn’t gone,
things we shouldn’t have said, praise God for His mercy and grace. God heard
and answered their cry not because of who they were but because of Who He
is. God does what does for His name’s sake. If only they had paid attention
they would not have been in bondage.

4. vv. 20-21. Time to Go

Message is loud and clear for the Israelites held captivity to leave Babylon and
get away from the Babylonians. Staying in Babylon is not an option. We are not
to be comfortable in our Babylon. This world is not our home. They were not
just to hear the good news but shout it. Let the whole world know that God has
redeemed them. God had chosen Israel, but God’s interest and concern were
not limited to one nation. God wanted to reveal Himself to the entire world
through Israel. He has set the captives free. He always provided and made ways
for them. They weren’t thirsty when He led through the deserts. He made
water to pour out of the rock.

5. v. 22. No Peace
For the wicked, the evil ones, there is no peace. Without God, there is no peace.
III. Conclusion

There is no need for “if only” moments if we just pay attention to and live out
God’s Word.



