Sunday Morning Bible Study Second Baptist Church (Southside) Sept. 28, 2025

“I make Known the End from the Beginning!”

Scripture: Isaiah: 46:1-13 (8-10)

Bible Teacher: Rev. Alice Tamrie
I. Historical Background

God has proclaimed repeatedly through the voices of the major and minor prophets
who were called to preach the truth to “Listen, how many times do I have to remind
you that I am God-says the Lord!” God is a divine constancy to those who trust in
Him instead of idols. Again, repeatedly in Chapter 46, The Lord makes Himself
known through the Prophet Isaiah reminding them of their ignorance of how to turn
to Him, and not to the wood images and to stop praying to lifeless images. Jehovah
God is the one who is proving that He alone was the true God and Savior.

In defining the word ‘idolatry’ it is the worship of something created as opposed to the
worship of the Creator Himself. This was the greatest temptation our spiritual
forefathers faced... they apparently slipped into idolatry constantly/continuously. So
serious was this sin that the prohibition against the making and worshiping of
images was included as the second of the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:4-6). Israel’s
neighbors believed that there were many gods. Some people only insisted that the idol
was only an aid to worship and not the object of worship itself. The Bible strictly
forbids the making of images of any kind-because they themselves receive the
worship-a worship which God jealously reserves for Himself. It can take many
forms. In Joshua 24:2, Abraham’s father served idols-the earliest reference was
household idols — small clay figurines which Rachel stole from her father Laban-Gen.
31:34. Noteworthy is Aaron’s making of the golden calf at the foot of Mount Sinai-
when they lost patience in waiting for Moses to return with the revelation of the true
and living God (Ex. 32:1-4).

Idol worship comes about when conquest of other nations happens, the temptation to
worship their idols from other countries is very tempting. Joshua 24:15 poses the
classic question: “Whom will you serve? The gods of Egypt where you have lived? The
gods of the Amorites where you now dwell? Or Yahweh the God of Israel”? As
always, some made the wrong choices (Judges 17-18). Others tried the route of
compromise: the mixing of idolatry with worship of the true God. Gideon’s ephod
(Judg. 8:24-27) was made an object of worship, and we see Moses’ bronze snake
(Num. 21:9; 2 Kin. 18:4). Under David and Solomon idolatry was kept under check;
but it burst forth again when the Israelites became two nations, when Jeroboam
made two calf idols and installed them as a visual to the people for the purpose of
keeping his people’s religious allegiance within the borders of the new kingdom (1
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Kin. 12:27-30). That king was afraid when they returned to Jerusalem they might

also return to the Lord, and that would spell political disaster for him.

All the successive monarchs in the northern kingdom of Israel were bad. So, God
started with the Prophet Elijah to call on the people to turn from the worship of false
gods back to reverence for the true God. Hosea’s entire book is devoted to
preaching against idolatry. He used the figure of speech about divorcing the Lord and
marrying Baal, with the ideas of idolatry, spiritual adultery, and literal adultery (Hos.
2:2;4:2, 13; 7:4; 8:5; 13:2).

Although there were some good kings in the southern kingdom of Judah, still
invariably turned to idolatry. This prompted God to proclaim through the major
prophets-Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel and most of the minor prophets-to ridicule,
condemn, and warn against idolatry. A sampling of these courageous preachers is
shown also in Micah, Habakkuk and Zechariah. A permanent cure came at the
hands of the Babylonians and never again did Judaism succumb to the sin of
idolatry, even to the present time.

II. Biblical Context

In the New Testament period the term idolatry began to be used as an intellectual
concept. Idolatry became not the actual bowing down before a statue but the
replacement of God in the mind of the worshipper. Colossians 3:5 points in this
direction: “Put to death...covetousness, which is idolatry”. At this point the modern
believer must understand the vicious nature of idolatry. We may not make or bow
down to a statue, we must be constantly on guard that we let nothing come
between us and God. As soon as anything does, that thing is an idol.

In addition to material objects such as houses, land, and cars, idols can be people,
popular heroes, or those whom we love. Objects of worship can even include things
like fame, reputation, hobbies, pride, and deeds done in the name of the Lord.
Idolatry is a dangerous and deceitful sin. No wonder prophets preached against it so
often and so strongly.

These 13 verses are once again emphasizing how God and idols are contrasted: 1)
The powerlessness of idols, 2) Omnipotence of God 3) God’s claim of Sovereignty and
4) Restoration of Israel. God challenged comparison of other gods with Himself, and
again He declared Himself the only true and living God in Chapters 40-45 — over 130
or more declarations and proofs of His existence.
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III. The Lesson: “I Make Known the End from the Beginning!”

1. Verses 1-2: THE POWERLESSNESS OF IDOLS

Bel: the god of Babylon was the chief domestic god of Babylon worshipped also by the
Phenicia’s, Canaanites, Moabites, and surrounding nations. It was supposed to be
the god or idol used in worship of the sun; and Astarte or Astaroth the one used in
the worship of the planet Venus. Nebo was used in worship of Mercury; he was the
scribe of the heavens, supposedly, and recorded all earthly and heavenly events. He
was the same as the Greek Hermes, the Latin Mercury, and the Egyptian Toth. The
name was supposed to be derived from nabah, meaning to prophesy; and Nebo’s
office was to interpret the other gods. He was the scribe of Bel; his symbol was a
wedge or arrowhead. The whole picture here is that of conquest. All the idols were to
be thrown down and those made of valuable metals were to be taken captive as spoils
of war. It was a common thing to have compound names using the titles of the gods
that were worshipped as God says and declares:

e Bel will fall (bow/stooped; false gods are useless)

e Nebo will be humbled, i.e. they will be carried away like dead weight)

e Idols (of Babylon) will be laid upon beasts and borne away in triumph

e The wagons will be full and heavily laden with idols being taken into
captivity taken as spoils of war

e They will be burdens to weary beasts

e They will not be able to deliver Babylon, but will be gone into captivity
themselves

As a contrast, I will be your God even to your old age (46:4) speaking of the eternal
nation of Israel. The heavy idols that were expected to bring deliverance were
themselves dragged away into captivity.

2. Verses 3-4: OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD (note to “I”’- All Power
e [ will carry (protect you even to your old age from the day you were born)

e [ have made you, and will bear you
e Even I will carry(protect), and deliver you
e My counsel will stand
e My pleasure will be done (saving you purposefully)
3. Verses 5-7: VANITY OF IDOLATRY; INCOMPARABLE TO GOD
e Men take gold out of a bag (to make things, then bow and worship them)

e Weigh silver in a balance (take it home and put it on a shelf)

e Hire a goldsmith (craftsmen to design)

e Man designs/makes a metal god (it never talks back; it just sits and does
nothing; then fall and worships it.)
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e They bear it upon their shoulders and carry it; They set it in its place
e From its place it cannot move again of itself
e Men cry to it and get no answer
e They call upon it for deliverance from trouble, but it never comes
4. Verses 8-13: GOD’S CLAIMS ARE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN
e Remember/think about this, you sinner, Wrap your mind around this

e Remember your history-it’s long and rich

e The ancient predictions that were made of old and the creation itself, prove that
[ am God and there is no other like Me

e Those things spoken and purposed on earth, will be fulfilled in time

e Cyrus is called a ravenous bird, whom God raised up for this purpose to do His
will; I chose and called him to help me.

¢ You that is stouthearted, I am near you, I'm God, the only God you’ve had or
ever will have-incomparable, irreplaceable. From the very beginning telling you
what the ending will be. I am letting you in on what is going to happen.

IV. ‘The Conclusion:

As the Sovereign God of the cosmos, God can do anything He desires! His pleasure
includes the salvation of His people and the worship of their hearts. What is the
purpose of prophecy, then? Perhaps you think of prophecy as having mainly to do
with predictions about the future. That’s understandable, since prophets in Bible
times sometimes foretold what would happen in the future. However, the purpose of
prophecy goes beyond merely informing people about things to come. There are two
additional reasons we need to strongly consider.

a) Prophecy shows that the Lord is God!! The Lord has made Himself known in
compelling ways. He would reveal Himself, something no pagan idol could do.
He also demonstrated His power through the prophets in ways that left no
doubt about who He is (1 King. 18:36-39).

b) Prophecy announces God’s word, --He communicates truth through his
Word— “thus says the Lord”. Thus, it is revelation from God, bringing to light
how we should live. It helps to warn people about the consequences of their
actions, and sometimes to encourage us when circumstances appear to be
desperate. Whatever the effect on people, the purpose is to proclaim God and
His word.

Prayer of Confidence in God: As believers, we thank you, God, for your eternal plan
which is unchangeable. We know you are powerful-Omnipotent-enough to predict
and bring events to pass as predicted in the Bible. Bring us near to You, the more,
as you are incomparable and irreplaceable. Revive and restore us to You so that we
will know that you are God! Amen!



