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SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 42:18-25 

TOPIC: “BACKSLIDERS SUFFER SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS & DEAFNESS” 

I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND BIBILICAL CONTEXT 

 

A. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:   

The heart of the Bible is in Isaiah. The central focus of the Prophet Isaiah, who 

is anointed/smeared/rubbed by the Holy Spirit, is to bring the Good News 

perpetually/continually and never does it leave him throughout this Book. He 

declares that God is in control, sovereign and supreme.  God tells this servant 

of the Lord to deliver the Word in 66 chapters! He is literally prophesying about 

The Servant of the Lord, Jesus!  Isaiah’s desire is God’s desire, and his mission 

is to set everything right for God is sending the One who makes us alive with 

His own life. Why- because he is prophesizing about Jesus Christ, the Messiah! 

Isaiah foreshadows Jesus Christ who is to bring universal justice and an 

everlasting covenant to the world.  The prophet Isaiah is consumed with the 

fire of God to bring a brand-new song to restore hope. Apparently, the keen eye 

of the Lord would have Isaiah to see, hear, and know this in a vision sent by 

the God Himself and Isaiah accepted that call by saying in Isaiah 1:6- “who will 

go send me” prophesying for 60 years! 

B. BIBLICAL CONTEXT: 

Prophet Isaiah is a bearer of good and bad news in Chapter 42:18-25. This is a 

clarion call to “cry out in distress” to the believers to hear the voice which is 

like a smoking vape which represents those who have almost lost their faith 

and hope in the Lord consumed by worldly rebellion, ingratitude, spiritual 

ignorance, spiritual dullness, spiritual wickedness, corruption and backsliding.  

This lesson demonstrates how Israel has gone rampant forgetting how God has 

rescued/restored and redeemed them in the past time and time again. It’s 

indeed an appeal for restoration of the poor and needy and encourage people in 

the faith.  It is totally in contrast to the political call of the leaders at that time 

and for today. Isaiah reminds true to his call to preach/announce/proclaim a 

zeal of the Lord so powerful that it will release captivity from bondage. It paints 

a portrait so despicable and yet in truth it is ever so powerful and spiritually 

insightful that restoration is inevitable! It should make the deaf hear, make the 

blind see; make darkness give way to light. But guess what? Some remained 

disobedient, some refused to listen, some still have seen a lot, but not looking 

or hearing! God says through the prophet Isaiah to pay attention! Open your 
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eyes! Yes, I, God, am still in control!  Don’t backslide! I don’t want you to be 

ignorant, blind or deaf” (Rm 11:25). I got you! 

II. “Backsliders Suffer Spiritual Blindness & Deafness” 

1. v. 18. “Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see! 

Definition: Backsliding? The Bible Concordance records 1,522 ‘if’s” in the 

Bible, plainly indicating that all can and some do escape the pollutions of the 

world through the knowledge of Jesus Christ! Some, not all are again entangled 

therein becoming worse than they were before they found Christ (2 Peter 2:20).  

Centrally it’s leaving things behind, leaving behind people; stray, wander, 

escaping refuge, corruption, entangled, at one time saved but straying; being 

willingly ignorance. Demonstration: sow and dog, the tree. 

Hypocrite: Jealousy-hatred, fact less decisions/murder and rape, plotting to 

kill, pride, evil imagination, false security, self-exaltation, wanting God’s power 

for gain and outward show, religious zeal without knowledge, partiality, deceit, 

evil eye-corrupt desire in the heart; never satisfied, discontent-murmuring 

• Results: (Dt. 17:16: reverting to sin and wrongdoing, Pr. 14:14; Isa. 1:4: 

selfish absorption, Mt. 24:12: religious indifference, Lk. 9:62, Gal. 1:6: 

unfitness for the Kingdom; Gal. 4:9: bondage to forms; Heb. 10:38, 2 Pe. 

2:20: divine displeasure; Rev. 2:4: Loss of spiritual enthusiasm. 

• Causes: absence of spiritual leaders (Ex. 32:1, 32:8, Nu. 14:4,1 Sa. 

15:11, Ps. 78:57, Lk. 8:13, Lk. 11:25-26, Jn. 6:66, Lack of spiritual 

insight; 2 Tim 4:10: Love of the world 

 All have fallen short of the glory of God (Rm 3). Sin cannot be tolerated; it 

must be dealt with.  God forgives sin.  He is in the business of redemption and 

restoration.  God will comfort and guide you.  Isaiah’s ministry as it is for those 

of us that are called to follow the Lord includes warnings to those of us who 

ignore Him.  The prophesized preached Word is a warning and is not soft on 

sin, but it prophetically points to Jesus.  This Book is loaded with comfort, 

inspiration and variety on God’s love for us, reminding us that He redeems and 

restores us and encourages us to trust Him, and promises that He will guide 

us.  So today, if you need comfort, hope, peace, or a reminder of God’s will, 

He’s got you!  After every preached sermon, there is an invitation to 

change/repent/convert! This text is loaded and locked with a spiritual 

promise.  Isaiah 42:16- reminds you!  Many people have 20/20 vision in their 

physical eyes, but they are spiritually blind.  Do you feel that you are lost; 

stumbling around in the darkness and do not know what to do, you are 

encouraged to read Isaiah 42:18-25 for yourself! God says, I will not forsake 
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you, don’t trust in idols, trust in him at his words. The people of Israel were 

deaf because they would not listen. Isaiah, the servant, is used because the 

nation was supposed to be God’s messenger to the other nations. Jehovah 

God’s servant here is Israel and Isaiah.  

You and I need to take careful consideration of Isaiah 42:18-25! You have a 

choice; you can choose to cooperate with God’s plan or not! If you Choose to 

ignore it, for He says, “Will you not be aware of it?”.  We can release God’s plan 

of salvation for our lives by no longer thinking about the things of the past, 

believing that God has a good plan for our future. We can get our mouths 

straightened out and do something about our thoughts and open our eyes!  If 

God can make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, He can make a 

way for you! (Hymn: “Only Trust Him”) 

2. v. 19.  “Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I 

send? Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, blind like the 

servant of the LORD?” 

Blind Israel! We are all called God’s servant, God’s messenger to represent 

Him among the pagan, heathen and perfect.  As disciples/messengers we are to 

dispatch our lifestyle as a deputy; a messenger; an angel; a prophet, priest or 

teacher; an ambassador.  No one is blinder than you Israel, God says I own you 

because you chose to represent me. Don’t be willfully blind, blind as a bat. 

3. v.20.  “You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;  your 

ears are open, but you do not listen.” 

Israel, you have seen so much, you have not obeyed, you hear, but you refuse 

to listen. Exodus/migrated-bought out (Isaiah 1-39)! What about you??? 

What’s your testimony, story of deliverance? What have you seen: 

miracles/signs/wonders/with your eyes/righteous not forsaken?? 

4. v. 21. “It pleased the LORD   for the sake of his righteousness to make 

his law great and glorious.” 

Jehovah is well pleased with the righteousness that He demands by His law, so 

He will magnify and honor it regardless of the effect it has upon the people who 

refuse to see, hear, and obey it; but He is not well pleased with the people with 

whom the contract was made. The Lord has made his teachings wonderful, 

because He is good! The Old Testament has 39 Books of the do’s and don’t 

listing his Commands, Precepts, Ways, Decrees, Statutes, Laws (Psalm 119). 

The Word is written for the sake/mercy/grace of all God’s people in 66 Books! 
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5. v. 22.  “But this is a people plundered and looted,  all of them trapped 

in pits  or hidden away in prisons. They have become plunder, with no 

one to rescue them; they have been made loot, with no one to say, 

“Send them back.” 

This is what happens to the disobedient who are defeated/robbed/trapped in 

darken pits/ locked in prison. They cry out: There is no one to save us/we are 

being carried off! Plundered/looted/spiritually deaf and blind/dull/ careless 

hearing/strapped in pits seemingly helpless with no helper in captivity!  But 

God! There is hope… if we but listen and understand; He is our champion and 

well able to deliver us from defeat, restore and take back what Satan, enemies 

taken from us. Don’t be spiritually dull.  Walk in the way and not be 

disobedient-don’t let your heart harden and give up! Be steadfast and 

unmovable, always abiding in God with the Word! Meditate! Prayer! 

6. v. 23. “Which of you will listen to this  or pay close attention in time 

to come?” 

Will anyone listen to this? The Lord allowed it to happen because we have 
sinned.  We did not listen! This is why chastisement comes-our pride and 
stubbornness. We must make confession of sin-open our mouths and call on 

God for forgiveness! Change! Repent! A.S.K.: Ask! Seek! knock! Now is the day! 
 
7. v. 24. “Who Knocked Jacob over to become loot,  and Israel to the 

plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom we have sinned? For 
they would not follow his ways;  they did not obey his law.” 

 
Isaiah has knocked over Jacob with The Word! The servant of the Lord who 
can’t help himself from proclaiming this prophecy!  Disobedience/destruction 

came which caused corruption due to not living the way God wanted them/us 
to live. They did not obey his teachings which led to destruction as the Law was 
despised, and sin prevailed, so spiritual warfare and physical war resulted. 

 
8. v. 25.  “So he poured out on them his burning anger, the violence of 

war. It enveloped them in flames, yet they did not understand; it 
consumed them, but they did not take it to heart.” 

 

So, God became angry resulting in woes. This brought terrible wars causing the 
wrath of God because they didn’t pay any attention.  The world was collapsing, 

in physical and spiritual condemnation. It is recorded that Isaiah was sown 
into pieces due to this prophesy. Folks can’t deal with spiritual truths. There is 
human anger, but God’s anger is anger aroused by something unjust or 

unworthy; but divine indignation, divine vengeance or provoking God-you don’t 
want to experience! It is better to obey! 
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III. CONCLUSION.   

The effects of sin are plunder and loot; is there anyone out there 

listening? 

• Deaf-because of refusing to hear God and His Word  

• Blind-because of not seeing what was plain to see  

• Robbed-because of sinning so that God could not protect them 

• Spoiled because of having no power to resist enemies 

• Snared in holes-because of living in fear of enemies 

• Hid in prison-because of being defeated and captured by the enemy 

• A prey-because of having no champion to defend them 

Some, not all Causes of backsliding: failure to pray, confessing Christ, 

daily bible reading, not attending church, rejecting temptation, no control 

over body or your tongue! 

Has God put someone or something in your life as sandpaper? The 

situation may be like a flood or a fire to you, but it is serving a great 

purpose and God is going to take you through the difficulty to the other 

side.  We all struggle with change for a long time (maybe years); but we 

must follow his example.  Gifts are given to us by God, but good fruit and 

godly character must be developed.  We will always face difficulties, 

obstacles.  Chill!  Whatever! Receive them as training and submit to his 

will, we will not get stuck, but delivered and onward to victory!  God is 

our champion! The voice of the Lord is our power, the Lord is majestic, 

our strength, our fortress. He is the Prince of Peace! 

God is able to keep you from falling and present you faultless to himself. 

(Jude 1:1-25).  Amen! 

 


