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“All Mankind will know, I am the Lord” 

Isaiah 49: 14-26                                                                                                    
Facilitator: Min. Joseph Williams                                                                                     

(All Scripture quoted from the NIV Bible unless otherwise noted) 

I. Historical Background and Biblical Context 

In Genesis 12:1-3, the Lord told Abram to leave his homeland and 
all that he is familiar with, family and friends alike. He tells him to 
go to a land that Abram knows nothing about. The Lord tells Abram 
that his sacrifice and obedience will be awarded by making him a 
great nation and blessing him. But the Lord will not limit Abram’s 
blessings to him and his household alone. The Lord declares 
(promises) that to those who are a blessing to Abram, He will be a 
blessing to them as well as cursing those who curse Abram. The 
Lord further asserts that through Abram all the peoples of the 
earth, all nations would be blessed.  

In Genesis 17:1-2, the Lord changes Abram’s name to Abraham as 
He confirms the covenant between Abraham and himself. Abraham 
was blessed by the Lord because he “believed”, because he “trusted” 
the word of the Lord and proceeded to obey that word how and 
when it was given.  

The recurring theme in today’s passages is God’s attempt to 
overcome the unwillingness of His chosen people to believe what He 
says such as Abraham did. 

II. Topic: “All Mankind will know, I am the Lord” 

1. vv.14-17.  

Unfortunate as it is, this is often the M/O of the church when 
trouble arises; ie. when we are faced with hardship. We find it easy 
to celebrate the goodness of the Lord as long as things are going 
well. But when tough times come there is often the temptation to 
ask, where is God in all of this? This is particularly evident in the 
contrast between vv.13 and 14. In the midst of celebrating the 
promise of the Lord’s restoration there are detractors (doubters). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2049:13-Isa%2049:14


Sunday Morning Bible Study  Second Baptist Church (Southside)  November 2, 2025 

2 
 

God has promised “comfort” and “compassion,” but the doubters 
say that it is not true because God has forgotten and deserted 
them. This attitude is reminiscent of other times in this book. God 
had promised deliverance to the people of Judah from the Assyrian 
threat if they would only “wait” for him. Obviously, they thought 
they knew what was better for them than the God of the universe 
did. So, they refused to wait, preferring instead to trust Assyria to 
deliver them from the threat of Israel and Syria or Egypt to deliver 
them from the threat of Assyria. Evidently the same tendency 
persisted into the Exile, where people gave up on God and turned 
towards the Babylonian cultural norms.  

However, God does respond to their and our temptation to doubt 
His presence and promises when hardships are upon us. In these 
verses the Lord utilizes a universally accepted and trusted norm of 
humanity; a “mother’s love, care and compassion” for her child. 
Although this passage insinuates that a mother could possibly 
forget the child she has birthed, the Lord assures he never will 
never forget His people. HALLELUJAH!! It appears here that the 
Lord expresses the breadth and width of His love and compassion 
in the fact that they/we are always in view. Example: when the 
resurrected Savior looks to the nail prints in His hands and feet, 
won’t He be reminded of the sacrifice he made and why and whom 
he made it for. When he has done that for us, how could he forget 
us? The Lord is ever reminded of the covenant He made to care for 
His church. The Lord’s compassion and concern for His people 
infinitely exceeds that of the most compassionate parents towards 
their children. He is aware of and has compassion for His people 
regarding the hardships and inequalities (ruined walls) that are 
endured by His people.  

2. vv.18-23. There are two things that the Lord promises in these 
passages to the restored Israelites (the church) upon their return 
from captivity. But this can also be viewed as a foreshadowing of 
the planting of the Christian church by the preaching of the 
Gospel of Christ.  

The first is a reiteration of v.12. The restoration of the nation shall 
be beautiful, yet overwhelming to behold. The shear number of 
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those returning to Zion will be more than can occupy its borders. 
Once again, the issue of possibility and impossibility is at the heart 
of what is taking place here. From this world’s perspective, it is 
impossible for Israel to be restored into a relationship with God. She 
has been divorced by him, and her children are either dead or sold 
into captivity. A barren, bereaved woman without a man in her life 
cannot have children. This is a fact of nature. But God insists that 
not only will the exiled children return but that more children will 
be born to the mother. No wonder the remark, “Where have they 
come from”? The Lord seals this promise with an oath. “As surely 
as I live, declares the Lord”. This is the Lords solemn guarantee that 
all he promises will come to pass. This can depict today’s church as 
there are people from all corners of the globe, Jew and Gentile, 
flocking to Christianity as they recognize the identity of the true and 
living Savior, Jesus the Christ. These that come to Jesus as the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, in essence come to Mount Zion, the 
church of the first born (Heb. 12:22-23).           

Secondly, the transcendent Creator, who can do this new thing in 
making Babylon give up the captives, can also do a new thing and 
get the very nations who threatened the life of Israel to be the ones 
to assist her in fulfilling her calling to be a blessing to the  

world. As he promised before (11:10, 12), the Servant/Messiah will 
be the banner God raises to call the nations to himself. They will 
come gladly, owning their debt to Israel as God’s people. All of this 
will confirm two things for the Israelites: Yahweh is indeed the Lord, 
the one who causes all things to be, and those who “wait for” / 
“hope in” him “will not be disappointed” The God who can defeat the 
power of all the Assyrias’ and the Babylons of the world can also 
defeat the power of sin. 

3. vv.24-26. Here they go again.  

These despondent, unbelieving people hear the word of the Lord 
and witness His powerful and abundant greatness yet continue to 
doubt the power of the one who speaks and acts on their behalf. 
They can only “see” the size and might of their captors. Their fear of 
the Babylonians is what’s holding them captive. They obviously can 
only see their weakness, while not believing in the power of the “All 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2011:10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2011:12
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Mighty”. It is true that they do not have the ability to save 
themselves. They are not hearing the voice of the Lord. How dare 
they think that they can be held captive and not freed when the 
Lord of all creation, the Lord all powerful has them in His love. They 
have yet to surrender to God’s love. A bi-product of their/our 
surrender is trusting in the promises of the Lord.  

As He has done throughout these passages the Lord informs these 
doubters that it is not by their strength, not by their cunning, not 
by their might that they will be delivered, but by His power. Four 
times in these final verses the Lord has referenced Himself by 
proclaiming “I”. God is desirous of the glory for their deliverance, for 
their and our salvation. The Lord is the one who will deliver, who 
will save. The Lord will vindicate! In this way the Lord magnifies His 
omnipotence, His omnipresence and love for His elect.  God gets 
the glory! These too are proofs of who the Lord Jesus truly is. He is 
God incarnate! HALLELUJAH!! Praise His Holy and Powerful 
Name!! 

Jesus said of himself in Luke 4:18-19 from Isaiah 61:1-2 “The 

Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed Me To 

preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 

LORD” (NKJV).   

III. Conclusion 

Jesus’ ministry is encompassed in these verses and can be directly 

compared to the promises given in our lesson today. Jesus came for 

the poor, the brokenhearted, the imprisoned, the blind and the 

oppressed. The captive Israelites were all of these things. But 

because of their blindness, they could not see how the Lord would 

work on their behalf.  

 


