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The Faithful will Sing a Song of Salvation! 

Isaiah 26:1-13 (vv. 1-4) 

Facilitator: Stephanie Wyche 

 

I. Historical Background & Biblical Context 
 

A. Historical Background 
 
Isaiah’s prophetic ministry is filled with God’s messages of warning, judgment, and 

hope. During this time, God’s people were steeped in moral and spiritual sin, entangled 

in idolatry, faced with constant threats from neighboring nations, and struggled to place 

their full trust in God.  God called Isaiah to urge the people to repent from their sins, 

warning of the severe consequences of disobedience while assuring them that He 

would protect and restore the faithful remnant.  Isaiah’s prophecies up to this point 

reveal God’s grief over the people’s rebellion, as well as His justice in punishing sin. 

Yet, amid these warnings, Isaiah also proclaimed the promise of salvation and peace for 

those who remained loyal to God. 

 
Isaiah Chapters 24 and 25 lead us to the message of hope in Isaiah 26.  In Isaiah 24, 

the prophet describes a time of worldwide judgment caused by the people’s disregard 

for God’s covenant and their widespread sinfulness (vv. 5). God’s judgment will be so 

powerful that it will bring an end to all joy, leaving cities abandoned and desolate (vv. 7-

13). Still, there will be a small, faithful remnant preserved, those who glorify God and 

recognize Him amid judgement (vv. 14-15).  In Isaiah 25, Isaiah foretells God’s plan to 

provide salvation for all who remain faithful (vv. 1-5).  It envisions God’s people 

gathered for a great feast (vv. 6), where He removes all spiritual barriers, allowing them 

to fully understand His truth and glory (vv.7).  God will “swallow up death forever” and 

wipe away every tear, promising an end to all sorrow and suffering (vv.8).  Now, in 

Isaiah 26, we see a song that the faithful will sing within a “strong city” built by God’s 

salvation and a fulfillment of His promise to protect, redeem, and secure His people 

forever. 
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B. Biblical Context 
 
In this chapter, Isaiah foresees a future time when God’s people will rejoice in His 

salvation.  Faithfulness leads to salvation and peace, while rebellion brings judgment. 

This song of salvation captures the joy and gratitude of those who have seen God’s 

power to protect and deliver. This message is relevant to believers today as we seek 

refuge in God amidst our own challenges. True peace is a gift from God for those who 

trust in Him. Isaiah’s vision calls us to live with constant trust and faith in God, assured 

that His salvation brings security and peace that the world cannot offer. 

 
 

II. The Faithful will Sing a Song of Salvation! (Isaiah 26:1-13 vv. 1-4) 
 

Isaiah 26 opens with a joyful song of salvation that will be sung by the faithful. This song 

is a reflection the peace and gratitude of those who trust in God’s deliverance. Through 

these verses, Isaiah shows that God’s salvation brings peace, protection, and hope for 

all who remain steadfast in faith. 

 

A. Salvation as the Wall of the Faithful (vv. 1-2) 

"In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 'We have a strong city; God makes 

salvation its walls and ramparts. Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation 

that keeps faith.'" (NIV) 

 

Isaiah begins by describing a “strong city” unlike any city we know.  In our world, cities 

depend on physical walls, barriers, and defenses. But the strength of this city doesn’t 

come from man-made structures. The power of this city comes directly from God’s 

salvation and protects those within. It is God Himself who surrounds and secures the 

city.  In this city, the faithful find a place of safety and security within walls that cannot 

be breached.  True security is found in God’s salvation.  

 
The city’s gates will open wide.  Only those who live righteously, remain faithful to God, 

and live according to His Ways may enter. The city is prepared to welcome only those 

who have consistently show faithfulness and commitment to God and who stand firm 

and trust in Him, even during the trials and tribulations.  
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B. The Promise of Perfect Peace (vv. 3-4) 

"You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you. 

Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal." (NIV) 

 

Here, we see a beautiful promise of “perfect peace” for those who keep their minds 

focused on God. This peace is a deep, lasting calm that only comes from trusting in 

God. Those who look to God experience peace that is beyond human understanding, a 

peace that remains even in difficult circumstances. 

 
God is our “the Rock eternal” and His nature is unchanging. Just as a rock provides 

stability and strength, God is the foundation that cannot be moved.  This encourages us 

to “trust in the Lord forever”. This reminds us that God’s faithfulness is unwavering, and 

that He is always there to provide strength to those who trust in Him. We are 

encouraged to rely on God’s peace in our own lives, seeking Him as our eternal 

foundation. 

 

C. The Downfall of the Proud and the Refuge of the Humble (vv. 5-6) 

"He humbles those who dwell on high, he lays the lofty city low; he levels it to the ground and 

casts it down to the dust. Feet trample it down—the feet of the oppressed, the footsteps of the 

poor." (NIV) 

 

Isaiah contrasts the “strong city” of God’s people with the “lofty city” of this world, a city 

of those who rely on their own power and pride.  While God protects the faithful, He 

brings down those who live in pride, leveling their power to dust. This “lofty city” is 

brought low and that is the fate of all who reject God and place their confidence in 

human strength.  Through this contrast, we see the importance of humility. God exalts 

those who rely on Him while bringing down those who rely on themselves. True security 

and honor come not from pride but from humility and trust in God. 

 

D. Walking in Righteousness and Desiring God’s Name (vv. 7-9) 

"The path of the righteous is level; you, the Upright One, make the way of the righteous smooth. 

Yes, Lord, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you; your name and renown are the 

desire of our hearts." (NIV) 
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Isaiah describes the life of the faithful as a “level” path when they are guided by God. 

While challenges may arise, God makes the way of the righteous smooth, providing 

them with His guidance and protection. Those who trust in God also walk in His ways, 

waiting patiently for Him and seeking His name above all else. These verses remind us 

to place God at the center of our desires. By following His laws and seeking His glory, 

we deepen our relationship with Him and experience the blessings of His peace and 

guidance. 

 

E. The Way of the Righteous and the Path of the Wicked (vv. 10-11) 

"But when grace is shown to the wicked, they do not learn righteousness; even in a land of 

uprightness they go on doing evil and do not regard the majesty of the Lord. Lord, your hand is 

lifted high, but they do not see it. Let them see your zeal for your people and be put to shame; 

let the fire reserved for your enemies consume them." (NIV) 

 
In contrast to the peace experienced by the faithful, Isaiah describes the unrepentant 

behavior of the wicked. Even when God extends grace, they fail to turn toward 

righteousness. Instead of acknowledging God’s majesty and mercy, they continue in 

their rebellious ways. While God is patient, there is a limit to His tolerance for sin. The 

wicked, who refuse to see God’s goodness, ultimately face judgment. 

 
Isaiah calls upon God to reveal His power and zeal, that the wicked may be brought to 

justice. This serves as a warning: ignoring God’s grace leads to judgment, while 

honoring Him leads to peace and security. For believers, this is a call to pursue 

righteousness, responding to God’s grace with faith and obedience. 

 

F. Lord, You Are Our Peace and Protector (vv. 12-13) 

"Lord, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have done for us. Lord our 

God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but your name alone do we honor." (NIV) 

 

Isaiah concludes by affirming God’s role as the true source of peace and acknowledging 

that every accomplishment comes from Him. In times past, the people had allowed 

other rulers, both spiritual and political, to govern them, but they now recognize that 

God alone deserves their loyalty and praise. 
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For us today, true peace and success are the result of God’s grace, not our own efforts. 

Isaiah’s words call us to honor God above all else, recognizing His hand in every 

blessing we receive. This final verse serves as a declaration of loyalty and gratitude, 

reminding us to trust in God as our ultimate source of peace. 

 

III. Conclusion 
 

Isaiah 26:1-13 presents a powerful vision of salvation, peace, and joy for those who 

place their trust in God. This song of salvation captures the gratitude and peace that 

come from living in the protection of God’s salvation. Through this message, Isaiah 

encourages believers to look to God as their eternal foundation, confident that His 

salvation is the ultimate source of security and peace. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

1. Where do you place your trust for security? – Are you relying on God’s 

salvation as your ultimate source of peace and strength? 

2. Are you experiencing “perfect peace” in your life? – How can you cultivate a 

mind that remains focused on God, even amidst life’s challenges? 

3. How does humility play a role in your relationship with God? – Are there 

areas of pride that you need to surrender, allowing God to be your true source of 

strength? 

4. What is the desire of your heart? – Is God’s presence and glory your greatest 

desire, or are other things competing for priority in your life? 

 
This lesson encourages us to find peace and security in God alone, who is our eternal 

rock and salvation. By keeping our faith rooted in Him, we join in the faithful song of 

salvation, confident in the promises of our faithful God. 

 


