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THE PUNISHMENT THAT BROUGHT US PEACE WAS UPON HIM 

Isaiah 53:1-5 (v.5) 

Bible Teacher: Rev. Tesfaye Tamrie 

I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND BIBLICAL CONTEXT 

Even a quick overview of History shows that humanity is incapable of saving itself 

from its own destructive nature.  The struggle between Good and Evil is constant.  

Evil powers continue to dominate society; for every good deed, there seems to be 

10-fold evil in response!  However, abiding things such as Love, Truth, and 

Hope have continued to exist and triumph over evil time and again!  Evil 

continues to manifest itself in the form of injustice, bribery, slavery, adultery, 

idolatry and corruption of every kind.  However, justice, freedom, truth, 

goodness, and faith in God continue to prevail generation after generation.  

The Bible continues to speak the Truth about God and Salvation in Jesus Christ 

which comes by faith.  Hence, Hope in the Lord will continue to inspire generations 

of faithful and obedient servants of Christ who understand and proclaim the 

Hidden Mystery embedded in the Word of God!        

A. Historical Background 

The whole Bible reveals that God’s Original Plan for Humanity didn’t include 

conflicts, wars and destruction.  God knows that conflicts, wars and destructions 

only result in a never-ending cyclical pattern of behaviors which produce hurt, 

pain, misery, illness, depression and death!  In the process, Love, Peace, Joy, 

Goodness, Kindness, Patience and Self-control become casualties, thereby 

giving way to offsprings filled with hatred, cruelty, and wickedness!  

Consequently, the cyclical patterns of being vengeful, spiteful and destructive 

continues generation after generation!  Who can reverse such horrific and hopeless 

realities of humanity!?  Only God can reverse it!  Hence, the reason why God 

initiated His Plan of Salvation in Jesus Christ when He called and blessed 

Abraham and Sarah.      

B. Biblical Context 

In the Old Testament, Jesus Christ was the Hidden Mystery that was revealed 

through the Prophets.  In Isaiah chapters 52 and 53, the manner in which Jesus 

Christ – The Messiah – was going to be revealed is vividly described in prophetic 

language.  Part of the Hidden Mystery is how a Glorious, Powerful and Eternal 

Salvation will come from the One who “… had no beauty or majesty to attract us to 

Him, nothing in His appearance that we should desire Him; [the One who] was 

despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like 
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one from whom men hide their faces, He was despised, and we esteemed him not” 

(vv. 2-3).  The Spiritually Blind cannot see Divine Mysteries which unfold 

right before their eyes!  The Israelites missed it in the times of the Prophets!  The 

High Priests, the Pharisees and Sadducees missed it during the time of Jesus.  He 

was the Hidden Mystery who was revealed in Person and plainly in their faces day 

in day out for 3 years!    

The Bible, at its core, contains many paradoxical statements and realities.  That is 

why God made Faith the Key to unlocking the divine truth about His existence, 

eternal plan and divine purpose for humanity.  God’s ways defy man’s ways all the 

time!  One must know and believe God to understand the paradoxical statements 

and realities which are eternal. 

II. THE LESSON.  The Punishment that brought us Peace was Upon Him 

 

1. v. 1.  Two Fold Question focused on Who and Whom. 

 

a) “Who has believed our message?” 

From the time God called Abram in Genesis 12, the “message” has been and 

remains consistently the same: the “message” of Truth, Righteousness, Hope 

and Salvation.  Generation after generation, God has made the “message” 

available through His prophets.  So, who has believed?  Abel believed, but Cain 

didn’t!  Noah believed, everybody else didn’t believe the “message.”  Moses, Aaron, 

Miriam, Joshua, Caleb and such men and women believed.  But hundreds of 

thousands of Israelites didn’t believe and therefore perished in the desert!  King 

David, King Jehoshaphat, King Hezekiah and few others believed.  But the majority 

of the kings of Israel and Judah didn’t believe the message!  Rahab, Judge 

Deborah, Hannah, Noami and Ruth, Queen Esther, Mary Magdalene and many 

others believed!  However, so many other women in every generation didn’t believe 

in the “message!”  The “message” has not been received by all in every 

generation!  Why?  Because God gave everyone the ability/the will to choose to 

believe in Him or not.  There were always those who chose to believe and those who 

chose not to believe in God.  Because of this divide, there was no peace!  This 

pattern has persisted to this day!  For Peace to prevail in this world, everyone 

must believe in the “message” and be reconciled with God through Jesus Christ!  

The Hidden Mystery has already been revealed in Jesus Christ Gloriously!        

b) “To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?” 

“The arm of the LORD has been revealed” to everyone from the beginning!  Nothing 

that God created is hidden from anyone!  The whole universe declares what “the 
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arm of the LORD” has created it!  The stars, the sun, and the moon reveal what 

“the arm of the LORD” has created!  The sky, the oceans, seas, lakes and rivers 

declare the glorious and majestic works of “the arm of the LORD!”  The various and 

numerous trees, plants and beautiful flowers announce the awesome power of “the 

arm of the LORD!”  The beauty and diversity of humanity gloriously declare the 

awesomeness of “the arm of the LORD!”  Nothing “the arm of the LORD” created 

is hidden from anyone!  Yet, there are always those who refuse to believe that 

God created everything including them!  They deny what their own eyes have 

seen, their own ears have heard and their own hands have touched!  On the other 

hand, those who believe that God exists not only can see, hear, and smell the 

natural, but also spiritually discern, feel, see and understand the supernatural!  

Those who believe in the LORD can see, hear and feel Jesus Christ in the 

Word of God!  They know only Jesus Christ is the Salvation of the world!  

Hallelujah!        

2. vv. 2-5. The Paradoxical Nature of the Hidden Mystery  

Let us define and understand the word Paradox first.  Paradox is defined as: 

• a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory statement or proposition that 

when investigated or explained may prove to be well founded or true. 

• A situation or statement that seems impossible or is difficult to understand 

because it contains two opposite facts or characteristics. 

The Paradoxical Nature of the Hidden Mystery is found in verses 2 through 5. 

a) vv. 2-3.  To the Natural Eye, He amounted to Nothing! 

The description of the coming Messiah in the Prophecy paints a vivid picture of 

someone who (a) “had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him;” (b) “was despised and rejected by men, a 

man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering;” (c) like one from whom men hide their 

faces; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”  This description does not give 

the impression of someone who is all powerful, majestic, charismatic, etc. such as a 

powerful king or president!  Yet, the Prophecy is that He will be The Messiah, 

the savior of the world!  It is paradoxical! Have you ever considered how it is 

possible for a tender plant shoot to force itself out of an asphalt concrete 

pavement?  Tiny tender shoot vs. concrete asphalt!  Impossible scenario; yet, 

contradictory outcome!  How can such a tender shoot push through a concrete 

pavement?  Logically, it is impossible.  To the natural eye, it is confounding!  How 

can that be?  Yet, it is!  It is paradoxical!  Have you ever consider how ants can 

build anthills “as high as 8 feet tall, serving as heat-collecting structures and 

ventilation system with extensive underground tunnel systems.”  Ants are tiny 
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creatures who carry loads twice their size for long distances!  They dig 

themselves out of the deep!   Impossible feat for tiny creatures!  Until you 

patiently investigate how God created them with what kind of strength, 

intelligence and purpose, the situation remains a baffling mystery!  Tiny 

creatures building impossibly large hills with purpose!  To the natural eye, such a 

sight remains a baffling sight!  Until you see and understand how God did it, it 

remains a paradoxical matter!  It is paradoxical!  Likewise, Jesus Christ – the 

Hidden Mystery, remains a paradoxical matter until the person believes in God 

and begins to perceive spiritual matters by faith!  To the natural eye, He 

amounted to nothing!  Didn’t God speak the universe into existence!?  Didn’t God 

make a way out of no way!?  Has the Lord paid your bills while you were 

unemployed!?      

b) vv. 4-5.  The Punishment Brought Us Peace and Healing! 

The Paradox is in the One who seemed the most unlikely candidate 

accomplishing what the whole world (all the mighty kings, scientists, doctors, 

engineers, military powers, etc. combined) couldn’t!  The other paradoxical aspect 

is that He willingly allowed to be punished so that the whole world could have the 

opportunity to have Peace and Healing!  Normally, for restitution to work, the 

guilty must be punished; that is, the guilty/offender must pay the penalty in 

order for the wronged person to be compensated for the loss or injury suffered. In 

other words, the wrong done to the victim must be made whole to make amends.  

But the Messiah didn’t cause any harm or injury of any kind to anyone!  Yet, 

the Bible says, He was “pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

inequities!”  The Paradoxical Hidden Mystery is that He became “the Substitution” 

for all of us who were found guilty as charged!  The One whom everyone discounted, 

whom they thought amounted to nothing, God used as a sacred offering to bring 

Peace and Healing to the world!  The Bible says, “the punishment that brought 

us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds, we are healed.”  God made Faith 

the Key to unlock the Hidden Mystery!  Only those who have faith in Jesus Christ 

can see, desire and receive the Peace and Healing from God!      

III. THE CONCLUSION. 

The Hidden Mystery has already been Gloriously revealed in Jesus Christ.  

Those who already believe in Christ have Peace with God!  Those who believe 

the Blood of Christ has Healing Power, can be made whole!    


