Sunday Morning Bible Study Second Baptist Church (Southside) January 18, 2026

No Weapon Forged Against You will Prevail!
Isaiah 54:1-17 (v. 17).
Bible Teacher: Rev. Tesfaye Tamrie

I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND BIBLICAL CONTEXT
A. Historical Background

Throughout the Book of Isaiah, in the prophecies, God specifically mentions
foreign kings, nations, cities, people, etc. being judged. In addition, some of
the prophecies also mention what would happen to particular individuals such
as Priests, False Prophets, certain cities, etc. pertaining to Israel and Judah. In
the same manner, in Isaiah 54, God focuses on the Israelite women who were
“barren” and “widows” in the prophecy with words filled with love, mercy and
compassion!

B. Biblical Context

As God would have it, we spent, most appropriately, three Sundays
consecutively on Isaiah chapter 53 taught by three Ministers! We were so
blessed by the Word of God! Truly, God still speaks from Eternity through His
Word! Today, God will speak to us from Isaiah chapter 54. What makes this
chapter very special is what came before it! The Glorious Prophecy of the
“barren” and “widow” women was tucked under The Prophecy of the coming
Messiah, who is the Son of God, our Redeemer! The beauty of the language,
particularity, and highly elevated status of this prophecy concerning the
women who had suffered for being “barren” and “widows” is rare in Scripture.

II. THE LESSON: No Weapon forged against you will Prevail!
Let us now examine the 17 verses.
1. vv. 1-4. Enlarge Your Expectations based on God’s Promises!

In Isaiah 54, God addresses the “barren women” who also suffered
“widowhood.” In those days, for an Israelite woman who is “barren” or a
“widow” could mean a life of destitution and shame. Obviously, not only a
“barren” woman cannot have the joy of bearing and raising her children, but
she is also deprived of the blessing of leaving behind her descendants. If she is
married and found to be “barren,” she is not looked favorably by her husband,
family and community. Even today, in many countries, a “barren” woman is

likened to a field which is not fertile; hence, is looked upon as unproductive,
unfruitful, even cursed. The social stigma follows her everywhere she goes!
The feeling of shame and being constantly humiliated is crushing! “Barren”
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becomes her identity! Understand that the strength, prosperity and
generational continuity of the family was dependent on the number of children
born into it. The family name and good fortunes were supposed to be carried
into the next generation through the children. If the “barren” woman is also
divorced and ends up being a “widow,” she also becomes a burden to her
family. Hence, the shame associated with being “barren” and a “widow.” It is
a double whammy! Socially, psychologically and economically, she is destined
for a life of isolation, hopelessness and destitution! Such existence is
spiritually crushing resulting in a destressed and broken heart! It was
to these women that God spoke words of encouragement, hope and
healing! God wants us to hear, receive and be healed today!

When God speaks to us about our future while we are still grieving, dealing
with grave illness, or tragic circumstances, we should know that He intends to
change our situation for the better. Our expectation should be based on our
past experiences with Him and our knowledge of who He is! Understand that
God is speaking to His people, not the people that don’t know Him. The
Israelites back then and Christians now have a special history -- unique
experiences associated with the Sovereign God. Therefore, just a word of
promise from God should awaken our hope that triggers heightened
expectations!

a) Verse 1: Praise God in Anticipation! Let Your Heart Rejoice
Expecting the Fulfillment of God’s Promises.

The Creator of the Universe spoke words of healing, restoration and
prosperity to such “barren” women and the “widows” of Israel who were
in exile! The Sovereign God urged such women to burst out with joyful song
in anticipation of the fulfillment of His promises in the prophecy given to Isaiah!
The Prophecy was pregnant with the glorious promises pronounced by God!
The LORD promised to bring forth children out of their “barrenness!”
Now, this is not the first time that God healed “barren wombs” and brought
forth the kings and queens of Israel! God specializes in bringing forth
“nations” out of barren wombs! Hallelujah!

b) Verse 2: Enlarge Your Expectation. God is going to Enlarge Your
Territory!

I like verse 2 in which God says to the “barren” women and the “widows” of
Israel: “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do
not hold back; lengthen your stakes, strengthen your stakes.” Translation:
Act Now Believing and Expecting to have it! In other words, activate your
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faith in anticipation that God will do what He promised to do! In practice what

does it entail to act by faith in anticipation of the fulfillment of God’s Promises?

e Awake! Awake! Spiritually Awaken! Burst out with Expressions of
Genuine Praises which awaken your spirit! Awake! Come out of your
depression because you have heard God speaking to you! Come alive in
your spirit! In practice what does it mean? Start Praying! Start Reading
the Bible! Meditate on His Word! Praise God in the midst of your troubles!

e Change Your Attitude to Match Your Expectation! Adjust Your Attitude
to Match Your Awakened Spiritual State! You cannot be Spiritually Alive and
Mentally Dead, figuratively speaking! You need mental adjustment to
match your spiritual awakening! How do I do that practically?
Understand that attitude is a state of mind. If you have given up on
life, don’t! Why? Because God has not given up on you! If He did, you
should be dead already! So, do what you can with what you already have.
If you have withdrawn, go out and socialize. Be active again! Do the
things that stimulate your mind! Read books that challenge your intellect.
Attend Wednesday Bible Study regularly! Take Discipleship Development
Classes which will invigorate your spirit and challenge your assumptions.
All these things are within reach if only we exercise our will!

e Put Your Faith in Action in Anticipation of the Fulfillment of God’s
Promises! In other words, make preparations to receive God’s Blessings!
Enlarge your tent! Lengthen your cords. Strengthen your stakes. Do
these things while you are still “barren.” Do the opposite of what the
devil expects you to do! Trust God in spite of your situations! Praise God
in the midst of your troubles! Rejoice in the Lord trusting that He will do
what He promised! In you spirit, envision what God has promised you!
Adjust your expectation accordingly! God always urges us to see what He
sees ahead for us!

c) Verses 3-4. Your Descendants will Dispossess nations!

God spoke to the “barren” and “widows” of Israel living in exile that He will
cause them to have children, and their descendants will spread out “to the
right and to the left and dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities.”
That was the Vision of God for them. That is how He saw their future while
they were still in the mire! God has already promised what will happen to them
and for them! There is nothing that God has promised them that He didn’t
say and do before for their ancestors! They knew what God promised to
Abraham and Sarah and how His words became a reality! They knew how the
LORD brought out the Israelites out of Egypt and the countless miracles He
performed for their benefits! They themselves were the descendants of
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Abraham and Sarah! They just needed to believe God! The LORD promised
that He will wipe out even the memory of their shame and humiliation!
God promised to bless them so good that it will be as if they never experienced
the shame of being “barren” and “the reproach of widowhood!” Hallelujah!
Glory to His Name! Didn’t God wipe out our sins in Jesus Christ so that we
will not be burdened by the shame and humiliation of the past? Didn’t the
Blood of Jesus wash away our sins such that the people who knew us back
then have difficulty recognizing us today? Isn’t that what the Lord has done for
you and me?

2. vv. 5-6. God’s Titles and Attributes Guarantee His Promises!

In verse 5, God is mentioned by Six of His Names and Titles which reveal His
Divine Virtues, such as His Righteousness, Holiness, Graciousness,
Mercifulness, Faithfulness, etc. as well as His ability and capacity of having
limitless compassion and unconditional Love. In addition, His Titles
describe His Divine Attributes regarding His Nature — that He is All-Powerful
(omnipotent), All-Knowing (Omniscient), All-Present (Omnipresent), etc.). God
packed all these things in verse S to emphatically guarantee the prophecy
concerning the Israelite women who were “barren” and “widows” at the time.
God’s Heart is truly revealed in this chapter!

God says to those women, even though I AM “your Maker”, I will be “Your
Husband” thereby promising to fill the void they constantly felt in their being
for so long! God has a way of filling the void completely that you never feel
alone! This is also Good News for all Single Women of our Time! Your
Maker has a way to make you complete! The LORD Almighty, the Holy One
of Israel, your Redeemer knows how to comfort the heart, strengthen the spirit,
and heal the body like nobody else can! He can do all things because He is “The
LORD Almighty!”

3. vv. 7-10. My Unfailing Love for You will not be Shaken!

The Bible clearly shows that even God’s Patience has its limit concerning the
wickedness of His children. From time to time, God acts in anger compelled
by His Holiness and Righteousness as in the case of Noah’s time, Sodom and
Gomorrah and the time of Moses in the wilderness. During the time of Isaiah,
God had also delivered the Israelites into the hands of the Babylonians as well!
But because of His Compassionate Love, Abundant Grace and Mercy for His
Children, He has relented and made a way to bring them back to Himself. Such
was the case and promise to the “barren” and “widows” of Israel!l What is
remarkable in their case was the passionate and compassionate way God

4



Sunday Morning Bible Study Second Baptist Church (Southside) January 18, 2026

expressed Himself! In verse 8, God says: “In a surge of anger, I hid my face
from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness, I will have
compassion on you.” And in verse 10, He enforces His promise by saying,
“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet My Unfailing
Love for you will not be shaken, nor My Covenant of Peace be removed.”
As if the firmness, certainty and finality of the Promise is not enough, God
seals it with Oath to make the Covenant of Peace irrevocable!!! The extent in
which God affirms it for the “barren” and “widows” of Israel is Astonishing! It
mirrors the Eternal Promise given to David in 2 Samuel 7:8-17.

4. vv. 11-13. I will be the Guardian of Your Children! (v. 13)

God says, “I will build you up” with precious stones so that when I get
finished, not only will you be established firmly, but also sparkle and shine
brightly for the whole world to see! As if all of that is not enough already, God
says, | will personally teach and be the guardian of your children!
Furthermore, for all the sufferings that you endured, I will bless your children
with Peace!

5. vv. 14-17. No Weapon forged against You will Prevail!

A. “In righteousness, you will be established.” Therefore,

a) Tyranny and Terror will be far from you so that you will never
experience fear!

b) Those who try to attack you will find themselves surrendering to you
instead!

C. No Weapon forged against You will Prevail! Since I AM the Creator of
all things and control (i) “the blacksmith” who produces the weapons
and (ii) the “destroyers” who plan to attack you, I will protect you from
any danger seen or unseen!

D. As My Servant, I will Vindicate You! And such will be Your Heritage!

What a Glorious Vindication! What a Glorious Heritage!
III. CONCLUSION.

The Truth of God’s Word in the Old Testament is still true in the New Testament
era!l The Holy One of Israel who kept His Promises in the past is the same God
of all the earth in our time! The Prophecies of the past which became the
reality at the appointed time are true today and will be the same in the
future! Amen!



