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Neither Your Thoughts nor Deeds are Like Mine! 
 

Isaiah 55:1-13 (vv. 8-9) 
 

Facilitator: Rev Vera Rhyne 
 
I. Historical Background and Biblical Context 
 

The Servant (Jesus) did not only die for the sins of Israel, but also for the 

sins of the whole world. It should be very clear throughout the book of 

Isaiah that the Gentiles are included in God’s plan. In this book is also 

the presentation of alternatives. Trust the Lord and live or rebel against 

the Lord and die. Isaiah explained the grace and mercy of God and His 

offer of forgiveness. He further explained the holiness and wrath of God 

and warned of His judgment. God has promised glory for those who will 

believe and judgment for those who are mockers. The prophet warned 

the people against hypocrisy and empty worship. He pleads for faith, 

obedience, a heart that delights in God, and a life that glories God.  

Promises were not only given to God’s chosen people, the Jews, but also 

to all nations and all who would believe. Everyone is invited to participate 

in all benefits obtained by the suffering of the Servant, Jesus. The work 

of the suffering Servant in chapter 53 makes possible the offer of 

salvation in chapter 55. Today the gospel is worldwide and the only 

condition is the individual thirst for God. God’s salvation is to be 

proclaimed to every person; however, only the thirsty will respond. 

 
II. The Lesson: Neither Your Thoughts nor Deeds are like Mine 

  

1. vv. 1-3.  

 

This first verse opens with a strong invitation inviting everyone to the free 

gift of God’s righteousness made available through the salvation God 

alone provides. Everyone is encouraged to come and have their spiritual 

need fulfilled. The imagery is that of a person who is given an 

opportunity to go to the marketplace to purchase whatever he desires 

without money. The prophet urges him to not spend money (self efforts) 

for that which is not bread (spiritual satisfying). The three types of drink 

are offered and no money is required. Just a thirst. 
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The things of God are not for sale and far outweigh any monetary or 

earthly value. The waters not water reflects the significant of quenching 

your thirst. Waters speak not only of quantity but also quality. Water is 

essential to life and speaks of the work of the Holy Spirit as being the 

regenerator and life giver. John 3:5 reads, “Jesus answered, ‘very truly I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of 

water and the Spirit.” Rev 22:17 reads, “The Spirit and the bride say, 

“Come!” And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!” Let the one who is thirsty 

come, and let the one who wishes would take the free gift of the water of 

life. Wine is the second type spoken of. This speaks of the drink of the 

soul, which is joy. It is in God’s presence that we experience the fullness 

of joy. It is joy that comfort us in our sorrows. 

 

Milk was the last type mentioned. Milk is essential for growth and 

developments especially for babies. First Peter 2:2 says, “As newborn 

babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye grow thereby.” The 

Word of God is God only formula for newborn babes. Come to those who 

has no money, no track record, no title, no pull, no power, no bargaining 

position, no resources. You only need a thirst and a willingness to come 

that fountain that never runs dry. To those who has money but remain 

thirsty. The only requirement is thirst. All are invited to come.  To the 

one who is burnt out, at the end of your rope, no pot at the end of the 

rainbow, everything new gets old, and the options are fewer and fewer, 

the invitation is to you to just come because no matter how self sufficient 

you might think you are, without God all is vanity. God knows us better 

than we know ourselves. Things of this world will never quench the thirst 

that can only be satisfied in God. The world’s thirst will only keep you 

thirsting for more. Why spend money, time, and talent on things that 

profit nothing when we can feast at the banquet that God has prepared 

for us from the beginning.      

 

2. vv. 4-5.  God’s Everlasting Covenant of Love 

 

When we incline our ear to hear God, we have life for our soul. Those 

who has an ear and listens to God, God will make an everlasting 

covenant with by the sure mercies of David. The covenant concept 
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reached back to Abraham, and forward into eternity. God covenanted 

with Noah, and with Israel under Moses. Following David’s great sin and 

repentance, God reaffirmed his covenant as read in 2 Samuel 7:16, “Your 

house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will 

be established forever.” The covenant always originated with God as his 

own commitment and assurance of continuing help and unfailing mercy. 

Though Israel would sin and rebel against God, she would always know 

that upon her repentance God would have mercy upon her and forgive 

her. The continuing hope of a sinful world rests in the fact that God’s 

covenant is an everlasting one. His marvelous salvation is still available 

to fallen and hopeless world. 

 

3. vv. 6-7. Don’t Miss Your Opportunity  

 

There is an urgent cry sounded for the unrighteous to get right with God. 

Seek the Lord while He may be found. God is waiting on the one that 

sinner who will surrender their life to Him while they still have an 

opportunity. God is not just desiring one to turn from their wrongdoings 

but to forsake all unrighteous ways. All who turn to Him and repent of 

their sins, God will shower His grace on and remember their sins no 

more. 

 

4. vv. 8-9.  The Incomprehensible Understanding of God    

 

The Lord reminds that His thoughts and His ways are higher than ours. 

Word of God teaches that God’s eternal purposes are beyond our full 

comprehension. While there are aspects of the person and work of God 

that is knowable, and communicable to man, God Himself is ultimately 

incomprehensible in the totality of His Person and His purposes. While 

God is infinite in wisdom and knowledge, man is limited. The more we 

know, the more we need to know but God is all knowing. While we have 

some power to do some things, God is all powerful. We can only be in one 

place at a time but God Almighty is everywhere present at the same time. 

While human bodies must have sleep and rest, God neither slumber nor 

sleep.  I Corinthians 2:16a reads, “For who has known the mind of the 

Lord that he may instruct him?” Isaiah 40:13 & 14 reads, “Who can 

fathom the Spirit of the Lord, or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 
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Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the 

right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the 

path of understanding?” God is the Creator and God all by Himself. Man 

is the creature created by God and made in the image of God but is not 

God. 

 

5. vv. 10-11.  The Power of God’s Word  

 

The ultimately purpose of God in bring people to salvation is 

accomplished by the preaching of His Word. The Word of God is that 

which proceeds from His mouth. God reveals Himself to mankind 

through the preaching and teaching of His Word. The Word of God is not 

sent in vanity but His word will accomplish the purpose for with His sent 

it out to do. It will not return in emptiness nor in vain.  If God said it, 

that settle it, and hopefully, we believe it. 

 

6. vv. 12-13.  Joy and Blessing of Restoration 

 

Those who believe and receive God message shall experience joy and 

peace and contentment. The evidence of salvation is clearly indicated to 

be as a fruitful tree, as oppose to that which can only produce a thorn or 

brier. The fruitfulness is evidence of genuine salvation.  God’s Word is a 

living seed planted in the hearts of true believers that germinate in 

obedience and bring forth abundant blessings. Such a spiritually 

productive and fruitful life shall stand as a name and an everlasting sign, 

and it shall not be cut off. The name is that designation which God shall 

give to His people; it shall never be blotted out, and they themselves who 

are the receptacles of His everlasting life shall remain as a miraculous 

sign of His grace for all eternity. 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

Come on in where the table is spread and the feast of the Lord is going 

on. Come on in where the table is spread with joy, peace, wholeness, 

comfort, healing, and salvation is going on. God is a patience God. He 

has given and is giving us time to come to Him while it is day.  

 


